Dear Assemblymember [Insert name],
I am writing to express my support of Senate Bill 619, which will be heard in your committee in the coming weeks. Passage of SB 619 is vital to ensure the continuance of the flight training industry in California.

[Provide short introduction to you and your business.]
As I am sure you are aware, the flight training industry was included in the Bureau of Private Postsecondary Education’s regulatory authority, for the first time, with the 2009 passage of Assembly Bill 48. Unfortunately, the industry was not afforded the opportunity to participate in the debate of AB 48, and as a result existing statutes and regulations are poorly designed to address the diversity of operations and business models found in flight training. As the statutes and regulations stand now, hundreds of flight training facilities will be forced to close their doors and lay off their employees should the rules take effect, for flight training, on July 1, 2011.
SB 619 offers a solution by exempting flight training facilities that pose no financial threat to students from regulation. The only facilities that are provided an exemption by SB 619 are those that:

· Do not require upfront payment of “tuition” or fees

· Do not require students to sign a contract that creates a state of indebtedness to the facility for the student 
Facilities provided an exemption by SB 619 will still be subject to extensive qualitative regulation from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) under 14 CFR Part 61 or 14 CFR Part 141. Additionally, students training at these facilities would be free to end their training or switch training facilities at any time without losing any credit for previously completed training.

Without SB 619, these facilities, which pose no financial threat to California students, will be forced to close. [Insert any company specific information about affects to your business]. 

I respectfully request your support of SB 619 to prevent the destruction of the flight training industry in California.
Sincerely,

[Sign Here}
