
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Summary: 
Elections for the United States Senate are to be held on November 6, 2012, with 33 of the 100 seats in the 
chamber being contested. Winners of these elections will serve six-year terms from January 3, 2013, until 
January 3, 2019. Currently, Democrats are expected to have 23 seats up for election, including two independent 
seats that caucus with the Democrats. Republicans are expected to have 10 seats up for election. The 
Presidential election, elections in the U.S. House of Representatives, and elections for governors in 13 states, as 
well as many state and local elections, will also be held on this date.  
 
NATA has been closely following the U.S. Senate races this year and has put together a list of the 10 most 
highly contested races below.     
 

State 
Candidates 

Snapshot of Race 
Incumbents in bold; challengers in italics 

Missouri Claire McCaskill (D) vs. Todd Akin ( R) 

Incumbent first-term Senator McCaskill ran unopposed 
in the state's Democratic primary election. Considered to 
be one of the toughest re-election bids in the country, 
she fights for her seat against six-term U.S. 
Representative Akin McCaskill is leading in fundraising, 
nearly doubling her amount of dollars overAkin. Major 
state politics considered includes the Affordable Care 
Act, the future of the U.S. Postal Service and the increase 
of college tuition. A major headliner has been Akin's 
controversial remarks on rape.  

Montana Jon Tester (D) vs. Denny Rehberg ( R) 

Freshman Senator Tester is facing a tough challenge in 
the upcoming election against Rehberg, the only 
Representative who is very well known among the 
state's citizens. Many outside groups have rallied 
support for their preferred candidate, but the race has 
remained deadlocked for months and is a pure toss-up.  

Arizona (Open 
seat vacated by 
retiring Senator 

Jon Kyl ( R) 

Jeff Flake ( R) vs. Richard Carmona (D) 

Current 6th district Representative Flake put his bid in 
for Senate upon news that Kyl decided to step down in 
early 2012. He faces former President George W. Bush 
surgeon general Carmona in an election that many 
voters are still undecided about, since the candidates 
were largely unknown to the broader state electorate. 
State demographics and candidate backgrounds and 
supporters will play a role in this dead heat election. 

Virginia        
(Open seat 
vacated by 

retiring Senator 
Jim Webb (D))  

George Allen ( R) vs. Tim Kaine (D) 

Former Virginia Governor and U.S. Senator Allen lost to 
retiring Senator Webb six years ago, and seems to be 
slipping a few points against former Governor Kaine. 
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-VA) endorsed Allen 
earlier this month, along with Virginia Representatives 
Morgan Griffith (R) and Bob Goodlatte (R). Hot topics 
that separate their viewpoints include Medicare taxes, 
federal spending, Social Security, and immigration. This 
race could define which party controls the Senate. 



 

Wisconsin (Open 
seat vacated by 
retiring Senator 
Herb Kohl (D)) 

Tammy Baldwin (D) vs. Tommy Thompson ( 
R) 

With four-term Senator Herb Kohl retiring, this race is 
now a prime target for Republicans and presents an 
opportunity for the GOP to pick up one of the four seats 
needed to gain control of the chamber. Current U.S. 
Representative Baldwin, an active supporter of general 
aviation, has a marginal lead over former Governor 
Thompson, who has strong Tea Party support. Thompson 
hopes to benefit from Vice President nominee Paul 
Ryan's role on the GOP ticket.  

Nevada Dean Heller ( R) vs. Shelley Berkley (D) 

Heller was appointed to serve for disgraced former U.S. 
Representative John Ensign in early 2012, and has 
accrued support throughout his tenure. Hot topics 
include Berkley's ethics violation along with Heller's 
support of Ryan's Medicare proposals. For Democrats, 
Heller's seat is one of the party's best chances to oust a 
GOP incumbent and hold control of the Senate. In a 
recent poll, both nominees were tied.  

North Dakota 
(Open seat 
vacated by 

retiring Senator 
Kent Conrad (D)) 

Rick Berg ( R) vs. Heidi Heitkamp (D) 

Currently, the race between U.S. Representative Berg 
and former state Attorney General Heitkamp is tied, with 
projections having Berg ultimately win. Along with 
Missouri, Indiana and Massachusetts, North Dakota has 
shifted from nearly sure Republican wins to toss-ups 
fewer than two months before elections.  

Indiana (Open 
seat vacated by 

defeated Senator 
Richard Lugar ( 

R) 

Richard Mourdock (R) vs. Joe Donnelly (D) 

State Treasurer Mourdock handily defeated incumbent 
Senator Lugar, turning a safe Republican seat into a 
potential Democratic pick-up opportunity. Originally 
considered to be the favorite, Mourdock has lost 
popularity for his strong opposition to issues including 
the auto bailout and his stern centrist viewpoints.  

Connecticut 
(Open seat 
vacated by 

retiring Senator 
Joseph 

Lieberman (I)) 

Chris Murphy (D) vs. Linda McMahon ( R) 

U.S. Representative Murphy is looking to gain full 
Democratic control of the state by creating a gap in the 
tight race for the Independently-held Senate seat. 
Current polls show a dead heat between him and 
McMahon, a former CEO of World Wrestling 
Entertainment. There is a strong presence of both 
Republican and Democratic Campaign Committees 
amidst internal scandals between the candidates and the 
threat of a lost seat.  

Florida Bill Nelson (D) vs. Connie Mack ( R) 

Since U.S. Representative Mack decided to add his name 
to the ticket for Senate, Republicans are convinced they 
will take the seat - Mack's father is a former Senator, and 
the GOP holds the governor seat and 19 of 26 seats in 
the House.. The gap is closing and will be a fight up to 
election day.  

 
 
 



 

 
Additional races to watch:  

• New Mexico: Martin Heinrich (D) vs. Heather Wilson (R) – open seat, Sen. Bingaman retiring 
• Ohio: Sherrod Brown (D) vs. Josh Mandel ( R)  

 
Fourteen Democratic Senators up for re-election: 

• Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
• Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
• Benjamin Cardin (D-MD) 
• Thomas Carper (D-DE) 
• Robert Casey (D-PA) 
• Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) 
• Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
• Joe Manchin (D-WV) 
• Claire McCaskill (D-MO) 
• Robert Menendez (D-NJ) 
• Bill Nelson (D-FL) 
• Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) 
• Jon Tester (D-MT) 
• Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) 

 
One Independent Senator up for re-election: 

• Bernard Sanders (I-VT) 
 
Six Republican Senators up for re-election: 

• Scott Brown (R-MA) 
• John Barrasso (R-WY) 
• Bob Corker (R-TN) 
• Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
• Dean Heller (R-NV) 
• Roger Wicker (R-MS) 
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