
                                             
 

         
 
 
May 5, 2010 
 
The Honorable James L. Oberstar    The Honorable John L. Mica 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
House Committee on Transportation                    House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure    and Infrastructure 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building              2163 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515        Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Oberstar and Ranking Member Mica: 

  
We are writing to urge you to oppose any and all attempts to include language in the final version of H.R. 1586, 
the Aviation Safety and Investment Act of 2010 that would either legislate changes in the current aircraft rescue 
and fire fighting (ARFF) standards or legislate that an unfair rulemaking process be undertaken to make changes 
in the standards.  If enacted into law, these proposals could unnecessarily increase costs for airports and airlines as 
well as jeopardize commercial air service to small communities.  
 
H.R. 1586, as adopted by the House, contains a provision that could force airports of all sizes to comply with 
controversial National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) requirements.  Although each of us supports various 
provisions in the House bill, we are unified in our opposition to Sec. 311, in part, because it would impose huge 
costs onto airports and the airlines without any benefit to aviation safety.   
 
To meet NFPA standards, airports of all sizes would be required to dramatically increase the number of fire 
fighters and add additional facilities without any evidence that these changes would improve the safety of airports.  
Increased capital and annual operating costs resulting from the NFPA standards would force airports to divert 
their already limited funding resources from other necessary safety and airport improvement projects.  For 
communities that rely on Essential Air Service, adopting NFPA requirements could further damage a program 
that is already under stress.  These increased costs would be passed on to the traveling public at a time when many 
can least afford it. 
 
A June 2009 study by the Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) run by the National Academies of 
Sciences found that the capital costs to comply with the NFPA requirements is estimated to be an additional $2.9 
billion industry wide.  The ACRP study also concluded that annual operating and maintenance costs would 
increase by $1 billion to $1.5 billion for airports throughout our system. 
 
Updates to the FAA ARFF standards have been evaluated by the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee 
(ARAC), which allowed all interested stakeholders, including airlines, pilot organizations, airports, the FAA and 
fire fighters to participate. Last year, the ARAC agreed to formally submit its report to the FAA.  The FAA has 
the information put forth by both the ARAC and the ACRP study so it can determine what, if any, changes are 
needed to the ARFF standards.  There is, therefore, no need for Congress to take action on this issue.  
 



Please reject any efforts to include any language in the final version of the FAA Reauthorization bill that would 
either legislate changes to the current ARFF standards or legislate that an unfair rulemaking process be 
undertaken to make changes in the standards.  Instead, we urge you to let the FAA to continue to work with 
aviation stakeholders through the ARAC process and allow them to complete their review of the findings of the 
ACRP report data. 
 
Thank you for your leadership on aviation issues. We look forward to continuing our working relationship to 
ensure that our nation’s aviation system remains safe and secure. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                             
Greg Principato       James C. May 
President       President and CEO 
Airports Council International-North America   Air Transport Association 

                       
Charles Barclay       Steve Alterman 
President       President 
American Association of Airport Executives   Cargo Airlines Association 
 
 

 
A. Oakley Brooks      James K. Coyne 
President       President and CEO 
National Air Carrier Association     National Air Transport Association 
 

            
Larry E. Naake        Henry M. Ogrodinski  
Executive Director      President and CEO    
National Association of Counties    National Association of State Aviation Officials 

          
Donald J. Borut       Roger Cohen 
Executive Director      President 
National League of Cities     Regional Airline Association 
 
 

 
R. Bruce Josten      
Executive Vice President, Government Affairs 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
 


