
 
  

COVID-19 4/12 UPDATE 
  
Global 
Total cases – 1,846,680 
Total deaths – 114,090 
  
United States 
Positive Tests – 551,826 (up 12% from Friday) 
% Positive Tests – 20%  
Total # Tests – 2,805,892 (up 11% from Friday) 
Total deaths – 21,919 (up 20% from Friday) 
  
Administration 

• President Donald Trump said he’ll introduce on Tuesday a council of doctors and business 

people who will advise his government on how to reopen the economy following the 

coronavirus outbreak. 

o “I call it the opening-our-country task force, or opening our country council,” he said at 

a White House news conference on Friday. 

o He added that “I think it’s bipartisan” and that the group would include “very, very great 

doctors and business people.” 

o Trump has sought to end economy-crushing social distancing practices that have curbed 

the spread of the coronavirus as soon as practicable, though his aides have cautioned 

that May 1 may be too soon. 

• Parts of the U.S. may be ready in May to ease emergency measures taken against the 

coronavirus pandemic but there’s no universal “light switch” to flip on, Dr. Anthony Fauci said. 

o There’s also the possibility of a Covid-19 rebound in the fall which could be a factor in 

November’s elections, he said. 

o “It could probably start at least in some ways maybe next month,” Fauci, director of the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said on CNN’s “State of the Union” 

on Sunday. 

• President Donald Trump suggested he may “hold” funding for the World Health Organization, 

which some on the U.S. political right have sought to blame for the coronavirus outbreak. 

o “We’re going to have an announcement on the World Health Organization some time 

next week,” Trump said at a press conference on Friday. “As you know we give them 

approximately $500 million a year and we’re going to be talking about that subject next 

week. We’ll have a lot to say about it. We’ll hold it.” 



• President Trump suggested Friday during the White House briefing that insurance companies 

should pay out business interruption claims related to the coronavirus, even if coverage for a 

pandemic is not explicitly included in their policy. 

o “If I had it, I’d expect to be paid,” Trump said of interruption insurance. “All of the 

sudden they need it … and I don’t see the word pandemic mentioned. Now in some 

cases, it is. It’s an exclusion. But in a lot of cases, I don’t see it. I don’t see reference and 

they don’t want to pay up. I would like to see the insurance companies pay if they need 

to pay, if it’s fair." 

o The President also said that his administration has already suggested to credit card 

companies that they should reduce their fees. 

• The Internal Revenue Service sent out the first wave of stimulus checks to Americans on 

Saturday, according to an announcement the agency made on Twitter.  

• Adm. Brett Giroir, whose responsibilities include oversight of Covid-19 testing, told Bloomberg 

News Saturday that coronavirus testing capacity in the US should be in the "ballpark" needed to 

begin reopening the country by May if the President recommends lifting some social distancing 

guidelines. 

o Giroir, the assistant Health and Human Services secretary, outlined the four diagnostics 

needed before easing social distancing restrictions. 

o "Surveillance to catch new flare-ups; testing of people who have specific symptoms; 

contact-tracing for confirmed cases; and antibody testing to know who’s recovered from 

the virus," which he said is weeks away, according to Bloomberg. 

o Giroir said that the administration is having an “active discussion” about adding 

minorities to the priority list. 

• The Pentagon’s newly created Space Acquisition Council will hold an emergency meeting within 

the next two weeks to focus on stabilizing the aerospace industry during the economic turmoil 

created by the coronavirus pandemic, according to an Air Force announcement. “Our aerospace 

industrial base is particularly at risk as commercial markets recede and defense markets slow 

during COVID-19 uncertainty,” Will Roper, the assistant Air Force secretary for acquisition, who 

currently chairs the council , said in a statement. The meeting will focus on how best to use 

additional stimulus funding for industry. 

• White House Coronavirus Task Force Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx had said Friday officials 

believed the nation had its peak, but more data was needed to confirm the status. 

• As the President debates when to recommend the guidelines instituted by governors across the 

nation should be relaxed, Fauci told CNN there has to be a “gradual re-entry” or a “rolling re-

entry.” 

o “You’re trying to balance two things: you want to make sure you don’t do something 

prematurely and precipitously, at the same time you pay attention to the need to get 

back to normal,” he said. 

• The Pentagon is executing its first project under the authorities granted by the Defense 

Production Act (DPA) in order to produce more than 39 million N95 masks amid the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic. 

o “On the evening of April 10, the Department of Defense received approval from the 

White House Task Force to execute the first DPA Title 3 project responding to Covid-19,” 

Pentagon spokesperson Lt. Col. Mike Andrews said in a statement. “The $133 million 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/10/politics/stimulus-check-free-tax-filing/index.html


project will use these authorities to increase domestic production capacity of N95 masks 

to over 39 million in the next 90 days." 

o The names of the companies involved were not immediately announced. 

• President Donald Trump said he will meet with executives in the aviation industry, including 

Boeing Co., over the weekend as they struggle with a dramatic revenue shortfall from the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

o “We’re going to be meeting with the airlines over the weekend. We have a great plan 

for the airlines -- got to keep the airlines going,” Trump said Friday during a White House 

news conference. “We can’t let anything happen to Boeing.” 

o The administration faces increasing pressure from lawmakers and the airline industry to 

move faster with payroll assistance. So far, U.S. airlines’ desperate bid for billions in 

government rescue cash is being frustrated by a lengthening process and demands that 

companies provide more detailed financial information. 

o Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin’s insistence that America’s major airlines partially 

repay taxpayer funds aimed at shoring up the industry has set up a clash between the 

Trump administration and the carriers. 

• President Trump issued an order that gives the Veterans Affairs Dept secretary leeway to make 

changes to federal contracts for national security reasons. 

o “This authority may only be exercised with regard to transactions directly responsive to 

the Covid-19 national emergency,” according to memorandum issued by the White 

House Friday 

• President Trump issued order that would impose visa sanctions on countries that reject or 

“unreasonably” delay the return of their citizens or residents from the U.S. in a manner that 

hurts the administration’s Covid-19 pandemic response, according to memorandum released by 

White House Friday evening.  

• Airlines receiving $100 million or less in payroll assistance from the U.S. government won’t 

need to provide a financial stake in exchange, the Treasury Department said as it began sending 

offers to the beleaguered carriers. 

o “This determination will provide significant support to workers and businesses across 

the country, while also appropriately compensating taxpayers,” Treasury Secretary 

Steven Mnuchin said in a statement on Friday evening. 

o The agency said it had received 230 applications for aid from passenger carriers. It is 

working with 12 that would get more than $100 million and is discussing what sort of 

financial instruments it will require in return. 

• Ginnie Mae is unveiling a new version of the program it started last month to help mortgage 

servicers facing liquidity shortfalls, according to a Friday statement. 

o The new version applies directly to the coronavirus national emergency that President 

Donald Trump declared March 13, Ginnie says in statement 

• The U.S. Postal Service is warning that it could run out of cash by October due to a 

"devastating" drop in business caused by the coronavirus pandemic.   

o In video testimony to members of the House Oversight and Reform Committee, 

Postmaster General Megan Brennan said Thursday that the USPS could run out of cash 

this fiscal year, which ends in September, according to a statement from the panel. The 

postal agency forecasts that it could see a $13 billion drop in revenue. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19-latest-news-2020-04-12/
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/postmaster-general-warns-committee-of-dire-consequences-without-congressional


o Brennan said the drop in mail volumes during the coronavirus outbreak "is steep and 

may never fully recover," according to a separate statement issued by the USPS. The 

financial crunch threatens the Postal Service's ability to operate, she added.  

Capitol Hill 

• Congress remains at a standoff over putting more money into the economic aid package signed 

into law last month, and leaders in both parties sought to ramp up pressure to prod negotiations 

on a deal. 

o Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) said he’s talked with Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin, who agreed to pursue bipartisan talks on the next steps to 

bolster an economy frozen inside the grip of the pandemic. “There is no reason why we 

can’t come to a bipartisan agreement by early next week,” Schumer said in a statement. 

• After Schumer released his statement, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 

tweeted that, “I hope Democrats stop blocking more funding for the Paycheck Protection 

Program very soon. American jobs depend on it.” 

• Democrats are holding firm to their demand that any additional funding must include a broader 

aid package. Mnuchin had requested approval of new funds by week’s end, but Democrats from 

both chambers insisted on supplementing those funds with $100 billion for hospitals and $150 

billion for state and local governments struggling with the pandemic.  

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy are 

pushing for Congress to pass more money for the Payroll Protection Program –– a program for 

small business aid in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 

o McConnell and McCarthy issued a statement supporting the continued funding of the 

program without any other provisions. So far, Democrats are demanding money be 

added for states and hospitals before they will support the effort. 

o “Republicans did not ask to change any policy details that were negotiated by both 

parties and passed unanimously. All we want to do is put more money into a popular 

job-saving policy which both parties designed together," the statement said. 

o McConnell and McCarthy's statement also said they would, “continue to seek a clean 

PPP funding increase. We hope our Democratic colleagues familiarize themselves with 

the facts and the data before the program runs dry.” 

• Senate Democrats said they’re worried the administration’s reliance on the private sector to 

distribute medical supplies and personal protective equipment results in outbreak hotspots 

being overlooked and equipment going to the highest bidder. The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency hasn’t given clear guidance on which regions and facilities need to be 

prioritized, Sens. Gary Peters (D-Mich.), Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.), and two others wrote in a 

letter to Vice President Mike Pence.  

• U.S. governors are urging Congress to give states $500 billion in “stabilization funding” to meet 

budget shortfalls resulting from their efforts to stem the spread of coronavirus. 

o Maryland’s Larry Hogan and New York’s Andrew Cuomo said in a statement on Saturday 

that the state-at-home orders most states have implemented were necessary to protect 

the public but hurt states’ economies. 

• U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy told CNN he supports setting up a national registry to track people who 

are immune to the coronavirus, similar to databases for vaccinations for diseases such as the 

measles. Registry data would remain protected by existing privacy laws for health-care records, 

Cassidy said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248638
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249285
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB38846


o Cassidy also said he also supports letting tech companies install systems that would alert 

users if they have come into contact with a person with Covid-19 because users have to 

opt in. Apple Inc. and Alphabet Inc.’s Google are adding that technical capability to their 

smartphones. 

State/Local         

• Several states have started efforts to contain Covid-19, laying plans to test aggressively and 

track the potentially infected with help from nonprofits, universities and the private sector. 

o Massachusetts, Utah and North Dakota are among those working on the kinds of 

comprehensive strategies that public-health experts agree are needed to arrest the 

spread and lift the social-distancing measures that have shuttered much of the U.S. 

economy 

• Everyone in Beverly Hills must now wear face coverings whenever they go outside. 

o The order went into effect late Friday local time, and includes essential workers. Face 

coverings like a scarf, bandana or cloth are required for all outings, including walks 

through the neighborhood. 

o Drivers traveling alone or with members of their household don't need to wear face 

coverings unless they lower their windows to interact with anyone who is not a member 

of their household. 

• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott is waiving regulations on physicians-in-training (PIT) permit holders to 

increase health care capacity to fight coronavirus in the state. 

o With restrictions waived, PIT permit holders will be able to work at any Texas hospital or 

facility associated with the Graduate Medical Education (GME) training program. They 

will also be able to practice in areas outside their GME training program with physician 

oversight. 

• Florida and Idaho families who use Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits are 

now allowed to use their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) cards online due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, an announcement from US Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue said in a press 

release Saturday. 

o The approval allows states to expedite the implementation of online purchasing by 

stores that are already authorized to take SNAP benefits, according to the release. 

o People who receive such benefits should be able to use them for online retailers later 

this month, the release said. 

• In a series of announcements made on Twitter, New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy called on 

all NJ Transit and "private carriers to cut the capacity on all trains, buses, light rail vehicles, and 

paratransit vehicles to 50% of their maximum." 

o Murphy is also "expanding the requirement to wear a face covering to ALL customers 

heading into one of the restaurants and bars that remain in operation as they get their 

takeout orders," he said in a tweet. 

• The state of Kentucky is taking new action to discourage individuals from participating in mass 

gatherings, such as church services, Gov. Andy Beshear announced Friday. 

o The state will be recording the license plates of those who show up to any mass 

gatherings and provide that information to the local health departments, who will in 

turn order those individuals to be quarantined for 14 days, according to Beshear. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q8LIVXDWRGRR
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy/status/1249023150291070977
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy/status/1249023150291070977


• Essential businesses open in Los Angeles County during the pandemic must provide all 

employees with a cloth face covering to wear during work. 

o These businesses must also share a plan in a visible place that explains how the business 

is implementing the physical distancing order and cleaning requirements in the 

workplace, L.A. County Department of Public Health Director Dr. Barbara Ferrer 

announced in a press conference today. 

o This order goes into effect Wednesday at midnight, Ferrer said. 

o Residents are still allowed to engage in outdoor activities and leave the home for 

essential activities while practicing physical distancing and wearing a cloth face covering, 

she said. 

• West Virginia will issue a block grant to its counties for $100,000 each to reward “the people 

who are the true first responders, the people that are true soldiers right on the front line," Gov. 

Jim Justice announced Friday. 

o Justice urged counties to practice “real judgement” with the money, and not to use it to 

backfill budgets.  

• The city of Houston is closing its parks and trails for the weekend to try to keep people from 

spreading the coronavirus over the Easter holiday — and officers will be out watching for 

violators.  

o Police Chief Art Acevedo said in a Friday afternoon press conference they will be out "on 

foot, on bicycles, on specialized vehicles and on horseback" to look for people violating 

the rules and are prepared to issue citations.  

• Los Angeles County has extended its "Safer at Home" order to May 15, Los Angeles County 

Department of Public Health Director Dr. Barbara Ferrer announced in a press conference today. 

o The order was set to expire on April 19. 

• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said he plans to issue an executive order next week with guidelines on 

reopening businesses in the state.  

o “We will focus on protecting lives, while protecting livelihoods. We can do both,” Abbott 

said at a news conference in Austin today. 

o Asked whether testing would be increased in the state in order to open up the 

economy, Abbott said, “Testing will be a component of it. We want to open up, but we 

want to open up safely.” He said more detail would be announced next week. 

• Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson on Sunday defended his decision not to issue a statewide stay-

at-home order amid the coronavirus pandemic, saying that his "targeted approach" has proven 

to be effective. 

• Gov. Andrew Cuomo is signing an executive order to expand the number of people who are 

eligible to conduct the coronavirus antibody test. 

o This test will determine if someone had and got over the virus, Cuomo said, and would 

determine if the person theoretically has immunity to the virus for an undetermined 

period of time. 

o The governor is also signing an executive order directing all employers to provide 

essential workers with a cloth or surgical face mask when they are interacting with the 

public. The masks should be provided cost free, Cuomo said. 

• Starting Monday, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio is requiring all city workers who come in 

contact with the public while on duty to wear face coverings. 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/04/12/politics/arkansas-governor-no-stay-at-home-order-coronavirus-cnntv/index.html


o De Blasio said the city has already provided 1.4 million face coverings to city workers 

and will provide more as necessary.  

• Addressing the economic hardship that the city is facing, New York City is establishing a new 

initiative to hire New Yorkers to do “absolutely crucial and heroic work in our hospital systems,” 

and that will be expanded to voluntary and independent hospitals as well, the mayor said. 

o New York City Health & Hospital will be hiring 500 non-clinical staff for roles like patient 

transport, clerical staff and cleaning staff. 

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency has approved New Jersey’s request to use 

emergency, non-congregate sheltering for people impacted by the coronavirus who are not able 

to isolate themselves, the governor and State Police colonel said in a press release. 

o This means state, county and local entities will be reimbursed for providing housing at 

hotels or motels for certain vulnerable populations. 

• The mayor of Miami-Dade County is the latest official to require public transit and ride share 

drivers to wear masks. 

o "All passengers and drivers on public transit, buses and vehicles for hire also must wear 

a covering," Mayor Carlos Gimenez said in a video update posted to YouTube Saturday.  

o Gimenez ordered all essential workers to wear "face coverings" earlier this week.  

• The Navajo Nation enacted a 57-hour curfew over the holiday weekend in an effort to combat 

the spread of coronavirus among its more than 250,000 members. 

o As of Saturday, there were 698 confirmed cases of coronavirus, including 24 deaths, 

among members of the Navajo Nation living in New Mexico, Arizona and Utah, Navajo 

Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer said in a news release. 

• Gov. Ron DeSantis is taking "advantage of this pause" in business to 

complete infrastructure projects in Florida, he said at a press briefing Saturday.   

o Having less people on Florida roads is an opportunity to make some progress on 

Orlando's I-4 "construction congestion," DeSantis said.   

• New York City public schools will remained closed until the end of this school year due to 

coronavirus concerns, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said at a press conference early 

Saturday morning. 

o De Blasio said reopening schools for a few weeks is unrealistic because of the amount of 

preparation that is needed to do it safely. He said bringing students back until June does 

not provide much reward academically, and if buildings did reopen, many of them 

would have to close again because of individual coronavirus cases. 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said there hasn’t been a decision on whether to close New 

York City schools for the rest of the academic year, contradicting comments by Mayor Bill de 

Blasio, who said the city’s schools would remain shut through June. 

o “He didn’t close them, and he can’t open them,” Cuomo said. “That’s the mayor’s 

opinion. There has been no decision on the schools.” 

o De Blasio called the decision to close schools, affecting more than 1.1 million students, 

difficult and “painful,” and said “it’s the right thing to do.” 

• The New Jersey Supreme Court is allowing 2020 law school graduates to temporarily practice 

law after the July 2020 bar exam was postponed to the fall due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

o According to an order signed by Chief Justice Stuart Rabner, court rules will be relaxed 

so that 2020 graduates who haven’t completed the bar exam can practice under 

supervision of an attorney in good standing with a three-year license. 

http://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20200411/a3/d5/66/ce/193b01b79e0193404aa5d788/DR-4488_NJ_Non-Congregate_Sheltering_Response.pdf
https://njcourts.gov/pressrel/2020/pr040620a.pdf?c=hNy


International 

• Canadian lawmakers passed legislation that will subsidize up to 75% of workers’ salaries to 

avoid even more mass layoffs during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o Opposition parties joined Trudeau’s governing party to unanimously approve the wage-

subsidy scheme, which will cost more than $50 billion (in US currency) and will be 

applied retroactively to days worked since March 15. 

o A majority of Canadian companies are likely to qualify for the subsidy. 

• United Kingdom Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been discharged from the hospital, a 

Downing Street spokesperson said. 

o “The PM has been discharged from hospital to continue his recovery, at Chequers,” the 

spokesperson said. “On the advice of his medical team, the PM will not be immediately 

returning to work. He wishes to thank everybody at St. Thomas’ for the brilliant care he 

has received." 

• The UK is “likely to be one of the worst, if not the worst, affected countries in Europe,” Jeremy 

Farrar, director of the Wellcome Trust and a UK government adviser said Sunday. 

o "The numbers in the UK have continued to go up, I do hope that we're coming close to 

the number of new infections reducing, and in a week or two the number of people of 

people needing hospital reducing," he said, adding that he hoped the number of UK 

deaths would plateau and start to fall in a couple of weeks. 

• South Korea will strengthen measures for travelers from the US, extending the same 

requirement that previously only applied to travelers from Europe, the country's Centers for 

Disease Control Director Jung Eun-kyeong announced on Sunday at a briefing. 

o From Monday midnight, everyone traveling from the US will be required to test for 

coronavirus within three days of entry. 

• The Spanish government has stated to loosen some of the toughest restrictions on people’s 

movements imposed because of the coronavirus pandemic starting this week.  

o People who can’t work at home and whose places of employment are reopening may 

return to work after the Easter holidays. The move is aimed at such sectors as 

construction and manufacturing – but non-essential retail outlets, bars and places of 

entertainment must remain closed. Restaurants can only offer take-out. Hairdressers 

will only be able go to clients’ homes but can’t open their salons and banks will have a 

minimum service with only a few branches open. 

o The government announced over the weekend that police would begin handing out 10 

million protective masks at metro stations and other transport hubs to workers after the 

Easter break, while reiterating guidance on social distancing and regular washing of 

hands. 

• South Korea announced Sunday that the government will form a vaccine development support 

group this week, which will involve members of government, academia, industry, research 

institutions and hospitals. 

o The joint support group will be led by the Ministries of Health and Science to form a 

quick decision-making system to aid in the development of treatment in South Korea. 

• The Indian state of Maharashtra, which has the highest number of coronavirus cases in India, 

has extended its lockdown until "at least" Thursday, April 30. 

o The states of Punjab and Odisha have already announced a lockdown extension until 

the end of April. 



• Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro announced that a national state of alarm due to novel 

coronavirus will be extended for thirty days. 

o "Today, April 11, I signed the state of alarm for 30 more days for Venezuela. Although 

we confined the contagion, we cannot sing victory," Maduro said in a phone call to 

state-run VTV. 

• Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud approved an extension of the curfew 

imposed across the country until further notice, the state-run Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 

reported. 

o The Ministry of Interior is asking people "to adhere to the curfew for their safety" SPA 

reported.   

o Saudi Arabia initially instituted its curfew in March as part of a series of measures to 

contain the spread of coronavirus in the country. 

• Ecuador President Lenín Moreno announced on Twitter that he is ordering a 50% reduction in 

his salary and the salaries of his entire cabinet due to the coronavirus outbreak.  

o In the announcement, Moreno said he arranged for a salary reduction for himself, the 

vice president, the cabinet ministers, vice ministers, governors and members of the 

National Assembly. 

• China has imposed restrictions on the publication of academic research on the origins of 

the novel coronavirus, according to a central government directive and online notices published 

by two Chinese universities, that have since been removed from the web. 

o Under the new policy, all academic papers on Covid-19 will be subject to extra vetting 

before being submitted for publication. Studies on the origin of the virus will receive 

extra scrutiny and must be approved by central government officials, according to the 

now-deleted posts. 

• South Korea will use electronic bracelets to monitor people who violated quarantine orders, 

Prime Minister Chung Sye-kyun said at a briefing today. 

  
Private Sector 

• Walt Disney World will temporarily furlough 43,000 employees at the Walt Disney World Resort 

in Orlando effective April 19, President of Unite Here Union Eric Clinton said in a video address 

on Sunday.  

• After temporarily closing factories in the Pacific Northwest due to the coronavirus, aircraft 

maker Boeing announced it would resume operations in some Puget Sound sites on Monday. 

o “The resumption of operations will focus on our defense programs, including P-8 and 

KC-46, and Moses Lake site operations in support of 737 MAX storage,” according to a 

statement from Boeing. 

“Other essential labs and support teams will also resume to support critical customer 

needs.” 

o Factories producing commercial aircraft will not reopen Monday, a Boeing spokesman 

told CNN. 

• Burning Man, a famous annual event held in Nevada's Black Rock Desert, has been canceled. 

o The week-long gathering, themed around music, art, radical community and self-

expression, was scheduled to start on August 30. 

• Tyson Foods, one of the world's largest meat processors, is using walk-through infrared body 

temperature scanners to prevent the coronavirus from spreading, executives said. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/12/asia/china-coronavirus-research-restrictions-intl-hnk/index.html
https://cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-04-12-20/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200409053204/http:/www.it.fudan.edu.cn/Data/View/3657


o “We’ve purchased more than 150 infrared walk-through temperature scanners. So far, 

we have the scanners installed in four facilities: pork plants in Iowa and Indiana and 

poultry plants in Arkansas and Georgia," said Tom Brower, Tyson’s senior vice president 

of health and safety, on Friday. 

• The ride share company Uber said this week it began "distributing millions of ear-loop face 

masks to active drivers and delivery people around the world." 

o "On Tuesday, we shipped our first order of masks to drivers in New York City, and we 

are receiving a shipment of nearly half a million more which we will immediately send to 

drivers in the hardest hit US cities," Uber said in a press release.  

o Uber says it's ordered "tens of millions more masks and expect them to arrive in other 

cities and regions around the world in the coming weeks.” 

• A Gilead Sciences Inc. experimental drug for patients with severe Covid-19 infections showed 

promise in an early analysis, raising tentative hope that the first treatment may be on the 

horizon. 

o The report in the New England Journal of Medicine tracked 53 people in the U.S., 

Europe and Canada who needed respiratory support -- half on mechanical ventilation 

and four on a heart-lung by-pass machine. All got remdesivir for up to 10 days under a 

program that lets people use unapproved medicines when no other options are 

available. 

 


