
 

 
  

COVID-19 4/16 UPDATE 
 
COVID-19 4/16 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 2,101,164 
Total deaths – 140,773 
 
United States 
Positive tests – 641,166 (up 5% from prior day) 
% Positive tests – 21% (same as prior day) 
Total # tests – 3,262,921(up 5% from prior day) 
Total deaths – 31,590 (up 20% from prior day, due to CDC counting probable deaths) 
 
Administration 

• Funding for a $349 billion federal relief program meant to help U.S. small businesses survive the 

coronavirus outbreak has run out, with many still waiting to get a lifeline. Over 1.6 million loans 

were disbursed. 

o The government-backed loans are available on a first-come, first-served basis, and 

there’s no remaining funding for the U.S. Small Business Administration to guarantee 

additional loans, officials said. Without more money for the program, many small firms 

that have flooded banks with applications won’t get help, advocates said. 

• The White House is calling on Congress to "IMMEDIATELY increase funding for the Paycheck 

Protection Program," according to a tweet sent Thursday morning following news that the $349 

billion in emergency funding for small businesses had been depleted. 

o The tweet says a one-page bill will get the job done and there should not be any “liberal 

pet projects.” 

o The tweet concludes by saying that “the Trump Administration is doing its part to get it 

to them. Why isn’t Congress?” 

• President Trump said during Wednesday’s press briefing that he doesn’t think printing his name 

on the paper stimulus checks going out to millions of Americans is “a big deal,” adding that the 

addition is “not delaying anything.” 

• Dr. Deborah Birx said Wednesday that Providence, Rhode Island, has re-emerged as an area of 

concern for the coronavirus task force due to its location between two hotspots.  

• President Trump said Wednesday that new guidelines regarding preventing the spread of 

coronavirus while reopening the economy will be announced at a news conference Thursday.  



• Trump announced that data “suggests that nationwide, we are past the peak on new cases,” 

citing flattening of the curve in Detroit and Denver, new cases declining in New York, and “great 

progress” in Washington, DC, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and St. Louis. 

• President Donald Trump said he will unveil guidelines to relax stay-at-home rules on Thursday, 

citing signs that the coronavirus outbreak is plateauing in parts of the country. 

o “The battle continues, but the data suggests that nationwide we have passed the peak 

on new cases,” Trump said Wednesday at a Rose Garden press conference. “These 

encouraging developments have put us in a very strong position to finalize guidelines for 

states on reopening the country, which we’ll be announcing -- we’re going to be talking 

about that tomorrow.” 

• Earlier Wednesday, Trump spoke with more than 200 leaders from nearly every corner of the 

U.S. economy in four calls to seek input on reopening the country. Executives from the finance 

industry told the president that more testing for the virus would have to be in place before 

people would be comfortable returning to work. 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza say the agency 

won’t be able to issue new stimulus loan approvals “once the programs experience a lapse in 

appropriations.” 

o Mnuchin and Carranza urge Congress to provide additional funds for the Paycheck 

Protection Program, “at which point we will once again be able to process loan 

applications” 

• President Trump says the U.S. has “passed the peak” on new coronavirus cases. 

o “These encouraging developments have put us in a very strong position,” Trump says at 

White House briefing 

• President Trump says he will use “constitutional authority” to adjourn Congress so he can make 

recess appointments. 

o The current practice of leaving town while conducting “phony” pro forma sessions is a 

“scam,” Trump says at White House briefing 

o The Senate should either vote on his nominees or formally adjourn so that he can make 

recess appointments, Trump says 

• Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue assured Americans the country has “plenty of food” after 

coronavirus closings at major meat-processing plants focused fresh attention to strains in the 

supply chain. 

o “The bare store shelves that you may see in some cities in the country are a demand 

issue and not a supply issue,” Perdue said Wednesday at a White House briefing with 

President Donald Trump. “It has taken us a few days” for food companies to address a 

“misalignment” in distribution as restaurants close and more food is sold through 

grocery stores. 

o The shutdown Sunday of one of America’s largest pork-processing facilities drew fresh 

attention to disruptions in food supplies during the coronavirus lockdown. Shoppers at 

times have already experienced shortages of staples such as eggs, milk and toilet paper. 

• U.S. cases rose 3.5% from the day before to 619,607 by Wednesday afternoon, according to 

data compiled by Johns Hopkins University and Bloomberg News. That was lower than the 6.2% 

average daily increase over the past week. Deaths increased 10% to 27,760. 

o New York’s cases rose about 0.5%, a sign that the outbreak is stabilizing in the hardest-

hit state. Infections were climbing at a rate of 7.6% a week ago. 



o Cases in New Jersey rose 3.2%, the smallest increase since the end of March. 

o South Dakota had the biggest daily increase, with cases rising 18% to 1,168 

• In the first phone call convened between President Trump and some members of his newly 

formed business council, industry leaders reiterated to the President what public health experts 

and governors have been telling him for weeks: that there would need to be guarantees of 

ramped up coronavirus testing before people would return to work, according to one person 

briefed on the discussions.  

o The call, one of a series being held with various sectors on Wednesday, was the first task 

force teleconference aimed at devising a strategy for reopening the country. 

o The call lasted for about an hour and had dozens of participants from the banking, food, 

hospitality and retail sectors, many of whom lauded the President and his 

administration for their efforts to combat coronavirus and jumpstart the economy, this 

person said. 

• The White House has named Michael Caputo as the spokesperson for Health and Human 

Services Department, Politico reports, citing a text message from Caputo. 

• The U.S. economy entered a defensive crouch as the coronavirus pandemic swept through the 

country, according to a report from the Federal Reserve. 

o “Economic activity contracted sharply and abruptly across all regions in the United 

States as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic,” the central bank said in its Beige Book 

survey released Wednesday in Washington, based on anecdotal information collected 

by the 12 regional reserve banks through April 6. “All districts reported highly uncertain 

outlooks among business contacts, with most expecting conditions to worsen in the next 

several months.” 

• The Federal Reserve’s Paycheck Protection Program Liquidity Facility is now up and running 

and ready to lend to banks participating in the federal government’s small business rescue 

efforts, the central bank said Thursday. 

o The facility provides term financing to banks against loans issued under the Small 

Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program. 

• The Department of Health and Human Services announced a new contract for ventilator 

production rated under the Defense Production Act, to General Electric, in partnership with 

Ford. 

o GE’s contract, at a total contract price of $336 million, is for 50,000 ventilators to be 

produced by July 13, according to a statement from HHS 

• Trump for now has abandoned plans to create a new task force to help revive the U.S. economy 

after the crisis, according to two people familiar with the matter, and instead is now holding a 

marathon series of calls today with U.S. business leaders. As the coronavirus outbreak begins to 

show signs of plateauing, major corporate executives are being asked to advise the president on 

how to resume something approaching normal business and social life. Trump was set to talk to 

more than 200 leaders from every corner of the U.S. economy in four calls.  

o Several of the companies and other participants said they found out they were invited 

only after Trump announced their names during the Rose Garden news conference 

yesterday, or from a White House statement. They said they didn’t know the format or 

the purpose of those calls, and some expressed doubt that the exercise would be 

productive. 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/15/michael-caputo-azar-hhs-189046


o The calls began Wednesday morning in Washington. The White House said the 

discussions would include chief executive officers of some of the country’s largest and 

most prominent companies, including Tim Cook of Apple Inc., Doug McMillon of 

Walmart Inc. and Jamie Dimon of JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

o White House officials were unable to describe how the various industry groups would 

operate beyond Wednesday’s conference calls. They said the industry group members 

were e-mailed an invitation Tuesday afternoon. 

o The format is much different than Trump initially described last week, when he said he 

would create a council of “very great” doctors and business people to advise him. The 

impression was a group akin to the coronavirus task force already guiding the 

administration’s public health strategy. 

o Plans for a second, smaller task force that includes Trump administration officials are no 

longer on the table, at least for now, according to the two people who described the 

White House’s thinking. 

• A second round of coronavirus relief funds for hospitals and health-care providers will go out by 

the end of this week, CMS Administrator Seema Verma tells reporters in a call.  

o The funds have been contentious because the initial set of $30 billion did not go to areas 

with the most Covid-19 cases 

o The second round will have a specific portion set aside for those hot spots, says Verma 

• The Health and Human Services Department will distribute $90 million to hundreds of HIV 

programs around the U.S. to mitigate the coronavirus’ impacts on vulnerable populations. 

People with HIV are more susceptible to complications from Covid-19 because their immune 

systems are compromised. The recipients are a part of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS program, a 

federal program that works with cities, states, local health departments, clinics, and community 

organizations to deliver HIV-related health serv ices to over half a million people with HIV each 

year 

• Employers of seasonal agricultural guestworkers will get some flexibility in the Department of 

Homeland Security program so they can hire workers during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The agency announced Wednesday that it will release a temporary final rule “to change 

certain H-2A requirements to help U.S. agricultural employers avoid disruptions in 

lawful agricultural-related employment, protect the nation’s food supply chain, and 

lessen impacts from the coronavirus (COVID-19) public health emergency.” 

o Under the temporary final rule, which was sent to the White House’s Office of 

Information and Regulatory Affairs for review April 6, employers of H-2A workers can 

petition to employ foreign workers currently in the U.S. on H-2A visas. Those H-2A 

workers also will be allowed to stay in the U.S. beyond the current three-year limit, DHS 

said. 

• Five American governors are asking the Trump administration to waive U.S. biofuel-blending 

requirements, arguing the cost of complying with the mandates on top of coronavirus-spurred 

lockdowns pose a “severe economic harm” to the country. 

o The governors, including Greg Abbott of Texas and Gary Herbert of Utah, made their 

plea in letters to the Environmental Protection Agency, which now has 90 days to decide 

on the matter. Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards lodged his request earlier, on April 

7. Governors Kevin Stitt of Oklahoma and Mark Gordon of Wyoming also are pushing for 

relief. 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=130339
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1320503556?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1320503686?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke


• The union representing Federal Emergency Management Agency employees is joining growing 

calls for the Trump administration to utilize the full authorities provided by the Defense 

Production Act to shore up more protective equipment to fight Covid-19, according to a letter 

obtained by CNN.   

• Another 5.2 million Americans filed for unemployment benefits in the week ending on April 11. 

o In total, 22 million Americans have filed first-time claims since mid-March as the 

coronavirus pandemic is forcing businesses to close and lay off workers. 

• US intelligence and national security officials say the United States government is looking into 

the possibility that the novel coronavirus originated in a Chinese laboratory rather than a 

market, according to multiple sources familiar with the matter who caution it is premature to 

draw any conclusions. 

o The theory is one of multiple being pursued by investigators as they attempt to 

determine the origin of the coronavirus that has resulted in a pandemic and killed 

hundreds of thousands. The US does not believe the virus was associated with 

bioweapons research, and officials noted that the intelligence community is also 

exploring a range of other theories regarding the origination of the virus, as would 

typically be the case for high-profile incidents, according to an intelligence source. 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is now including confirmed and probable 

coronavirus case and death counts on their websites. Previously, the CDC was only counting 

confirmed and presumptive positive cases.  

o “This change was made to reflect an interim Covid-19 position statement issued by the 

Council for State and Territorial Epidemiologists on April 5, 2020. The position statement 

included a case definition and made Covid-19 a nationally notifiable disease,” its 

website says.   

• Acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf, a member of the White House coronavirus 

taskforce, emphasized the need for mitigation to combat the pandemic in the US. 

o Wolf, speaking to the Commercial Customs Operations Advisory Committee on 

Wednesday, said he wanted to “emphasize some very basic things, and that is 

mitigation works, so we're not going to test our way out of this." He added that washing 

your hands, not touching your face and ensuring social distancing are key. 

o Wolf said the department is urging the preservation of personal protection equipment 

so that doctors hospitals and nursing homes can make them last longer than that one 

time.  

• The US Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday issued emergency use authorizations for 

two new coronavirus antibody tests, which are able to detect past infections after people have 

recovered. 

o A total of three tests are now authorized by the agency, which determined that the 

benefits of using the quickly-designed tests during the pandemic outweigh the risks – 

such as false negatives or false positives. 

• The White House’s Office of Science and Technology Policy and the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology announced yesterday that they will work with the Allen Institute for 

Artificial Intelligence, the National Library of Medicine, Oregon Health & Science University 

(OHSU) and the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston to apply a technology 

assessment called the Text Retrieval Conference (or TREC) to the Covid-19 Open Research 

Dataset. This dataset was announced in March, and includes more than 44,000 research articles 



and data about Covid-19 and related viruses. The TREC-Covid program will use artificial 

intelligence to help evaluate the data. 

• Secretary Perdue, who hasn't publicly commented much about the details of doling out federal 

aid, confirmed on Wednesday that USDA will buy commodities including dairy and meat to help 

combat food waste and stock food banks. "We want to purchase as much of this milk, or other 

protein products, hams and pork products, and move them into where they can be utilized into 

our food banks, or possibly even into international humanitarian aid," Perdue said in an 

interview with Fox Business. 

• US Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn said the sedative drug 

Propofol has been added to the FDA’s drug shortage list due to its avid use for ventilated 

patients.  

o Speaking today at a Washington Post Live event, Hahn also said some asthma drugs are 

now on the drug shortage list.  

• The US Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use authorization Wednesday for a 

new coronavirus antibody test developed at a Mount Sinai laboratory. 

o With this new test, there are now four coronavirus antibody tests that have been 

granted emergency use authorizations from the agency — and even more tests are 

expected to come through authorization, FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn said 

during a live video interview with The Washington Post on Thursday. 

• Steve Moore, who is one of many people advising the White House on reopening the 

economy, issued a statement on the jobless claims urging companies to open starting 

"tomorrow." 

o "The new unemployment numbers with more than 20 million Americans losing their 

jobs should be a five-alarm wake-up call for Washington and the nation's governors to 

end the government-mandated impoverishment of our citizens. Starting tomorrow, we 

need to let American businesses open up their doors and allow tens of millions of 

workers back earning a paycheck. If we do not act soon, hundreds of thousands of 

Americans could die from economic depravation and hopelessness," Moore said. 

• The US Food and Drug Administration on Thursday put out a call for recovered Covid-19 

patients to donate blood plasma which could potentially be used to help ill patients fight the 

disease. 

o The idea is that convalescent plasma, the liquid part of blood, from recovered patients 

contains antibodies that could help strengthen the immune response of other patients 

still battling infection. 

• President Trump and G-7 leaders urged their ministers to work together to prepare to re-open 

economies safely in video conference Thursday, White House spokesman Judd Deere says in 

readout of the meeting. 

o G-7 leaders also discussed the WHO and “its lack of transparency and mismanagement 

of the pandemic,” Deere says in statement 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas President Robert Kaplan says economic growth expected to 

resume in 3Q, with jobless rate ending year at 8%, 9% or 10%. 

o Kaplan speaks in Bloomberg TV interview with David Westin 

o Says it may take until 2021 for consumer to regain footing 

o Kaplan is a voting member of the rate-setting Federal Open Market Committee this year 



• The latest guidance for state and local governments on what industries and workers should be 

considered critical during the Covid-19 pandemic is set for release Thursday, three people 

familiar with the list said.  

o Businesses as varied as vape shops and auto dealerships have been vying to have their 

workforces and businesses considered “critical.” 

o The release by the Homeland Security Department’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 

Security Agency will mark the third update in a month. The agency released its first 

Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers list March 19, updated it Mach 28, and will 

unveil the 3.0 version later Thursday, two lobbyists and a Senate aide confirmed to 

Bloomberg Government. 

• The Social Security Administration announced today that Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

recipients will automatically receive their Economic Impact Payments directly to their bank 

accounts through direct deposit, Direct Express debit card, or by paper check, just as they would 

normally receive their SSI benefits. Treasury anticipates SSI recipients will receive these 

automatic payments no later than early May.  (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos proposed a new funding priority today that would 

empower teachers to rethink their professional development. Under the proposal, teachers 

would be empowered, through stipends or vouchers, to select and access professional 

development courses and opportunities that are relevant to their personal needs or career goals 

instead of having one-size-fits all programming dictated to them by the state or local education 

agency. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) began making Portal from Facebook devices 

available, April 15, to Veterans and their caregivers and families to reduce isolation and improve 

social connectedness at home. In support of Veterans’ mental health and social connection, VA 

partnered with Facebook to provide more than 7,400 devices, while the American Red Cross 

Military Veteran Caregiver Network will store and ship them to qualifying Veterans in pairs. 

(HERE) 

• During the COVID-19 crisis, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) is 

leading efforts to ensure that prevention, treatment, recovery support services, and safe and 

effective pain management remain available nationwide. (HERE) 

• Today, HHS, through the Health Resources and Services Administration, awarded $90 million for 

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program recipients across the country to prevent, prepare for, and 

respond to COVID-19. (HERE) 

• Under President Trump’s leadership, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services today 

announced Medicare will nearly double payment for certain lab tests that use high-throughput 

technologies to rapidly diagnose large numbers of COVID-19 cases. (HERE) 

• DHS, with the support of USDA, has announced a temporary final rule to change certain H-2A 

requirements to help U.S. agricultural employers avoid disruptions in lawful agricultural-related 

employment, protect the nation’s food supply chain, and lessen impacts from the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) public health emergency. These temporary flexibilities will not weaken or eliminate 

protections for U.S. workers. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor today announced the availability of up to $91.8 million in grant 

funding to support the economic stability of farmworkers through the National Farmworker Jobs 

Program. (HERE) 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q84MGGT0G1KW
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm979
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-proposes-rethinking-teacher-professional-development-empowering-teachers-customize-personalize-their-continued-learning
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5422
https://files.constantcontact.com/9b9edb2e701/86d3d2bf-d64f-4210-946f-c1d276e70c39.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/15/hhs-awards-90-million-ryan-white-hiv-aids-program-recipients-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increases-medicare-payment-high-production-coronavirus-lab-tests-0
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/15/dhs-and-usda-move-protect-american-farmers-and-ensure-continued
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=326315
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=326315
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200414-0


• Hit with the combined effects of COVID-related demand destruction and excess supply, the U.S. 

oil industry is faced with storage demand exceeding availability. Responding quickly to this 

emerging storage crunch, on April 2, 2020, DOE issued a Request for Proposals to use available 

storage capacity at the SPR for temporary storage.  (HERE) 

 
Capitol Hill 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi tells reporters that additional relief funding talks are ongoing and 

she hopes to pass an interim coronavirus package. 

o Pelosi says her staff will be talking with Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin Thursday 

o Pelosi says additional funding for hospitals as well as for state and local governments is 

needed 

• President Donald Trump’s Treasury secretary and the top Senate Democrat are in talks for a 

deal on urgently replenishing a federal loan program for U.S. small businesses that ran out of 

money this morning.  

o Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) spoke with Treasury Secretary Steven 

Mnuchin and a meeting has been scheduled with their staff.  

o Staff from the offices of Schumer and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) will meet 

with Treasury officials, spokespeople for the Democratic leaders said, amid mounting 

pressure on Capitol Hill to add more funds to the Paycheck Protection Program and 

before state governments facing a revenue crunch start slashing their budgets. 

o “We see no reason we can’t come to agreement,” Schumer said on a conference call 

with reporters. Hospitals, states and cities “need help immediately or we are going to 

have millions more out of work.” 

o The Democratic leaders are at odds with Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-

Ky.) and the Trump administration over putting more money into relief programs 

designed to stem some of the economic pains of the nationwide shutdown caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Republicans want to limit action now to adding $250 billion to the loan program for 

small businesses, a major part of the $2.2 trillion stimulus signed into law on March 27. 

Democrats want another $250 billion for state and local governments and hospitals, 

changes to the PPP, more funds for other loan programs that are running dry and a 

boost to federal food stamp benefits.  

o Pelosi reiterated those priorities in a statement addressing the small business loan 

shortage. “As has been clear since last week, Republicans’ bill which fails to address 

these critical issues cannot get unanimous consent in the House,” she said.  

• A bipartisan group of House lawmakers request briefing from the SBA regarding reported 

delays in the Economic Injury Disaster Loans program. 

o In a letter to SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza, the lawmakers say they’ve received 

reports of long wait times and “unsatisfactory answers regarding loan status when 

inquiries are place” 

o Lawmakers also say they would “strongly back” an increase in appropriations to allow 

the SBA to meet the average demand of requests received 

• Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.) is calling for the Senate to unanimously pass new small business 

aid amid a stalemate among leaders in the upper chamber over the scope of the package.  

https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-announces-crude-oil-storage-contracts-help-alleviate-us-oil-industry-storage-crunch
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1321242436?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke


o "The PPP program is going to run out of funding soon - the Senate should approve add’l 

funding by unanimous consent ASAP. Small businesses need our help to survive during 

this emergency," Sinema tweeted Thursday morning, referring to the Paycheck 

Protection Program. 

• President Trump is asking a bipartisan group of lawmakers to join a panel tasked with 

determining how to reopen the U.S. economy, which has been hard hit by the rapid spread of 

the coronavirus. 

o The White House invitations went to the Republicans and Democrats in both chambers, 

multiple sources have confirmed to The Hill. 

o Among those invited are Senate Democratic Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and Sens. Mark 

Warner (D-Va.), Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Maggie 

Hassan (D-N.H.), Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.), Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.) 

and Angus King (I-Maine), who caucuses with Democrats. 

o A spokesperson for Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) confirmed he was among the Senate 

Republicans who were invited to participate.  GOP Sens. Josh Hawley (Mo.), Lamar 

Alexander (Tenn.) Marsha Blackburn (Tenn.), David Perdue (Ga.) and John 

Kennedy (La.) were also included. 

o House Democrats invited include Reps. Josh Gottheimer (N.J.), Stephanie 

Murphy (Fla.), Ro Khanna (Calif.), Jimmy Panetta (Calif.) and Tom Suozzi (N.Y.), Ted 

Deutch (Fla.), and Henry Cuellar (Texas). 

o House Republicans who were involved include Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (Calif.), 

Minority Whip Steve Scalise (La.) and Reps. Greg Walden (Ore.), Patrick 

McHenry (N.C.), Jim Jordan (Ohio), Lee Zeldin (N.Y.) and Kevin Brady (Tex.). 

o The White House is expected to issue a full list of the participants. 

• Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren, Richard Blumenthal, Thomas Carper ask White House 

Ethics Officer to probe potential conflicts of interest on the White House coronavirus task force 

and whether Jared Kushner is managing a “show task force” of private sector advisers. 

o Link to letter from senators to Scott Gast, senior counsel to the president and 

designated ethics official at the White House 

• Senate Democrats pressed President Trump on Wednesday to extend work authorizations for 

members of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and Temporary Protected Status 

(TPS) programs amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Sen. Dick Durbin (Ill.), the No. 2 Senate Democrat and the ranking member of the 

Judiciary Committee's immigration subpanel, led 37 senators in a letter to the White 

House warning that the closure of immigration offices during the crisis could make it 

difficult for immigrants to process renewals under the programs and throw people’s 

status into jeopardy. 

o The senators noted renewals for work authorization forms are already backlogged and 

that immigrants may have difficulties collecting the required information to submit 

renewal applications as they find themselves under stay-at-home orders.  

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell spoke by phone with President Trump Wednesday 

about “Senate Democrats’ unprecedented obstruction of the president’s well-qualified 

nominees and shared his continued frustration with the process,” Doug Andres, a spokesman 

for McConnell, says in statement. 

https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.04.15%20Letter%20to%20WH%20DAEO%20re.%20ethics%20compliance.pdf
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20POTUS%20re%20COVID-19%20DACA%20and%20TPS%20with%20signatures%20(002)%20(001).pdf
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20POTUS%20re%20COVID-19%20DACA%20and%20TPS%20with%20signatures%20(002)%20(001).pdf


o McConnell “pledged to find ways to confirm nominees considered mission-critical to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, but under Senate rules that will take consent from” Senate 

Minority leader Chuck Schumer, Andres says 

• “It is time for Texans to go back to work,” Republican Sen. Ted Cruz says on KCBD News.  

o “I think we can do things in reasonable steps, guided by the science in the public 

health,” Cruz says 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she thinks any discussions on reopening the US economy must 

be based on health care and science. 

o "The numbers are staggering but each individual story is heartbreaking to hear. So as we 

have discussions about how we open up our economy, this or that, we understand that 

this is an assault on the lives and the livelihoods of the American people, and that any 

decision to open up would be one that should be science-based and health-care-based," 

she told CNN. 

o Pelosi went on to say that's why testing is critical. She added that the US still doesn't 

have "the appropriate, adequate testing" to identify the challenge. 

• House progressives say in a fourth virus relief package, they want prohibitions on selling a 

Covid-19 vaccine or treatment at an unreasonable price. Progressives also want no exclusivity 

for a vaccine or Covid-19 treatment, according to a press conference held by House Democrats 

Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas), Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), and Peter DeFazio 

(D-Ore.) today. Progressives are working with leaders on an “anti-profiteering” measure for the 

fourth bill, Schakowsky said. 

• Senate Democrats meanwhile said in a fourth bill they want $30 billion in emergency funding to 

vastly expand testing systems as well as a national testing plan. “The only way we can get our 

economy back up and running is by addressing the health crisis” and that requires 

“comprehensive, widespread, sophisticated testing,” Senate Democratic leader Schumer said on 

conference call with reporters. 

• House Democrat Raja Krishnamoorthi requests documents and information from Philips 

Electronics’s North American subsidiary regarding its foreign sales of ventilators, after entering 

into contract with HHS to provide ventilators to the U.S. stockpile. 

o In a letter to Philips, Krishnamoorthi says Philips reportedly has been selling ventilators 

to foreign clients at much higher prices than what it would have received from HHS 

• House Financial Services Cmte Chair Maxine Waters and Sherrod Brown, the top Democrat on 

the Senate Banking Cmte, urge Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell and Treasury Sec. 

Steven Mnuchin “to ensure the stability of the housing market in the face of the coronavirus 

pandemic.” 

o Waters and Brown write to Powell and Mnuchin calling on them to use the authority 

provided by Congress to be ready to ensure “the stability of nonbank mortgage servicers 

in the event of increased liquidity need,” according to statement 

• The sole member of the congressional commission charged with policing the massive 

coronavirus relief program has asked the Federal Reserve for information on the trillions in 

emergency loans that the central bank plans to extend to businesses. 

o Bharat Ramamurti said in a letter to Fed Chairman Jerome Powell that the bank had not 

“announced what information it will publicly release” about its dealings with private 

companies, or even whether it would release the names of individual beneficiaries.” 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB127820
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o “I write to respectfully request that the Federal Reserve publicly release detailed and 

timely information about each individual transaction,” Ramamurti said in a four-page 

letter, which was released on Wednesday and includes a long list of bullet points and 

requests. “The public deserves to know which companies are receiving taxpayer-backed 

lending through the Fed and on what terms.” 

• House Science, Space and Technology Chairwoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-Texas) and 

Ranking Member Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) sent a letter yesterday to the FCC urging the agency to 

delay its proposed rulemaking on the issue of mitigation of orbital debris in the new space age 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. “Regulatory action by the FCC at this time, without clear 

authority from Congress, will at the very least create confusion and undermine the 

Commission’s work, and at worst undermine U.S. economic competitiveness and leadership in 

space,” they wrote. 

• Sens. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) sent a letter to Federal Trade 

Commission Chairman Joseph Simons emphasizing the need for the FTC to provide clear public 

guidance as to its enforcement authority to protect consumers during the Covid-19 pandemic 

when it comes to price gouging. 

State/Local 

• Democratic Governors Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, Tony Evers of Wisconsin and Tom Wolf 

of Pennsylvania ask President Trump to work quickly with Congress to support additional 

resources for all states and localities so that they can address budget shortfalls. 

o In a letter to Trump, they ask him to “support $500 billion in state stabilization funds 

that will allow for the replacement of lost revenues and with the maximum flexibility 

possible” 

• San Francisco is unveiling a program to streamline coronavirus contact tracing as part of its 

response to the pandemic. 

o The partnership with the city, public health department, University of California, San 

Francisco, and DIMAGI, a company working with the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, is an effort to digitize workflow and monitoring. 

o Contacts will receive text messages or phone calls monitoring their health during a 14-

day period. The program will also allow them to self-report and public health officials 

will be immediately alerted. 

• Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam has extended his order closing recreation and entertainment 

businesses, as well as personal care services, and banning gatherings of more than 10 people, 

through May 8.  

o According to Northam, Virginia’s “Stay at Home” order remains in effect until June 10. 

The governor said at this time, he doesn’t plan to extend that order from that point, but 

emphasized, that it remains a fluid situation and that decisions are being made on a day-

to-day basis. 

• Starting at midnight tonight, Los Angeles residents will be required to wear a face covering or 

mask while venturing out for essential services, County Supervisor Kathryn Barger told CNN. 

o About sporting events and other mass gatherings, Barger said she believes they are 

unlikely until a vaccine for coronavirus is available. When it comes to bars and 

nightclubs, Barger said, “I think that’s way out there.”  
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o Fitness centers and gyms are also probably low on the list for reopening but many 

construction projects are considered essential and still working within social distancing 

guidelines.  

• Governor Larry Hogan announced that Maryland is now in a position to plan the gradual rollout 

of the state's recovery phase. He laid out four building blocks for a recovery plan, which are well 

underway: 

o Triple the state's COVID-19  testing capacity to 10,000 tests a day. 

o Increase hospital surge capacity by 6,000 beds. 

o Amass a massive supply of PPE (personal protective equipment).  

o Build a robust tracing operation by hiring 750 additional tracers; there now are 250.  

o Hogan said that next week he will present a much more detailed recovery plan. He 

urged Marylanders to continue with social distancing, wearing face masks in retail 

settings and other mitigation actions, including staying at home 

• North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum said he is extending his executive order that closes 

nonessential businesses in the state through April 30. 

o Burgum said he hopes the state could begin to reopen May 1 but added "plans can 

change." 

• Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker called on Washington to pass a second relief package, specifically to 

help state government revenue shortfalls. 

o He said state budget experts estimate that there will be a $2.7. billion shortfall of 

revenues for this fiscal year, and a $4.6 billion shortfall for next fiscal year. 

• Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont will issue new guidelines for wearing masks in public spaces 

which will "likely be reflected in an executive order within 48 hours," he said in a news briefing 

in Hartford on Wednesday.  

o Lamont said the decision came after consulting with the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases.  

• New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell has extended the city's stay-at-home order until May 16, 

her office announced Wednesday. 

o The mayor signed the proclamation Wednesday extending the order and prohibiting 

gatherings. 

• Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee announced Wednesday that he has recommended that schools in the 

state remain closed the rest of the school year. 

o Dr. Penny Schwinn, the states Commissioner of Education, said at a news conference 

that schools will be open next school year and students will be going into new grades, 

but right now the focus is on the health and safety of students, teachers and the 

community. 

• Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan announced Wednesday an executive order mandating face 

coverings in public for people in retail establishments or riding on public transportation.  

o The order comes on the heels of Maryland’s deadliest 48 hours of the pandemic, with 

87 people reported dead so far this week. 

o Hogan urged leaders in Washington “to put aside partisan politics” and warned that 

without additional federal action states could face “devastating” consequences. 
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• California’s undocumented workers who have been forced out of work as a result of the 

pandemic will be eligible for payments in a new private-public partnership announced by Gov. 

Gavin Newsom. 

o The workers are not eligible for federal stimulus payments. Undocumented workers 

make up about 10% of California’s workforce, Newsom said. 

o Because these workers pay approximately $2.5 billion in state and local taxes, Newsom 

has signed a Direct Disaster Assistance order, which will provide up to $500 for 

individuals and up to $1,000 for families. 

o The state will provide $75 million to fund the program and private philanthropists will 

give $50 million. Some philanthropic foundations that have signed on to donate include 

the Emerson Collective, the Zuckerberg Chan Foundation, the James Irvine Foundation, 

and Blue Shield Foundation. 

• New York, the state with the most Covid-19 cases, has received the least amount of federal 

health grants per diagnosed person, according to a Bloomberg Law analysis of some $2.5 billion 

distributed by the Department of Health and Human Services. 

o The health grants are a fraction of the hundreds of billions the U.S. government is 

distributing to combat the disease. 

o Grants for New York amount to $802 per person diagnosed with the virus. Alaska, by 

comparison, ranks second-to-last in total cases but is on tap to receive $111,380 per 

case. 

• New York state took an initial step back to normal life, introducing an antibody test to identify 

medical personnel and other essential workers who have already had the coronavirus and have 

some immunity, Governor Andrew Cuomo said. 

o The program will run 2,000 of the tests a day, Cuomo said Wednesday at his daily virus 

briefing. Those who have the antibodies will be allowed to return to work earliest, 

because they no longer carry the virus and have developed resistance to it. 

o New York has asked the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to expedite approval of an 

antibody test that could test as many as 100,000 New Yorkers a day, Cuomo said. 

• Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy announced Wednesday that residents will be allowed to have non-

urgent doctor’s appointments again beginning on April 20 as the state makes its first step 

toward rolling back coronavirus restrictions.  

o Procedures that will be allowed include regular checkups, chiropractic procedures and 

physical therapy. 

o Patients will have to be prescreened before going to the practitioner’s office to make 

sure they are not experiencing Covid-19 symptoms. The order also says that most 

elective medical procedures will be allowed under the same provisions starting two 

weeks later, on May 4. 

• Minnesota should increase testing for Covid-19 before it considers reopening and allowing 

everyone to return to work, Gov. Tim Walz said at a news conference on Wednesday. 

o “I want to have the testing be at a pace that over the next 12 months to 18 months or 

whatever it takes to get a vaccine, we’re able to stay on top of this.  

"Basically, this is a wildfire that's going to have some hot embers burning and when 

those start to flare up again, we’re going to have the fire department there to put them 

out immediately. And that’s what testing does 



• Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer that it will be difficult to see large 

gatherings or sporting events until next year. 

• Top Republican lawmakers confirmed Wednesday that the Missouri Legislature will resume its 

legislative session, with lawmakers coming back to work on April 27, despite Democratic 

concerns that the move could be unsafe and spread infection.  

o Lawmakers will travel to Jefferson City, the state capital, just three days after the state’s 

current stay-at-home order is set to expire. 

o “The decision to move forward on April 27 was not an easy one, however it is absolutely 

critical for the people of Missouri that we keep the state government funded and 

services operating without interruption,” a statement tweeted Wednesday by state 

House Speaker Elijah Haahr read. 

• Washington Gov. Jay Inslee signed an order Wednesday night paving the way for the state to 

release hundreds of prisoners within the next week. 

o The inmates will be released due to health concerns caused by the coronavirus.  

• The Pennsylvania Senate voted 29-21 Wednesday local time to pass a bill that would require 

the governor to implement a plan for businesses physically operating in the state to reopen and 

allow their employees to go back to work. 

o According to the bill’s wording, the mitigation plan for business and industry “would 

need to be developed using recommended guidance for mitigating exposure to Covid-19 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 

o Pennsylvania’s Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine said Saturday that reopening 

businesses would be premature. 

• Washington Gov. Jay Inslee said rapid testing will be key to determining when emergency 

restrictions can be lifted.  

o “We're not at a level that we can take off social distancing, nor are we extremely close 

to a level that we can take off social distancing," he said. 

o Inslee said he will make that decision on his own timetable without waiting for 

authorization from President Trump.  

• Idaho's governor said nonessential businesses can "prepare to reopen after April 30" by 

developing a number of operational plans over the next couple weeks.  

o "Many nonessential businesses can also prepare to reopen after April 30 by developing 

operational plans over the next two weeks to do the following things," such as 

maintaining physical distancing and providing protection for employees and citizens, 

Little said. 

o Little's amended order also requires out-of-state travelers to self-quarantine for 14 days 

after entering Idaho, excluding those performing essential services. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said he is issuing an executive order that all people in the state 

must wear a mask or mouth and nose covering in public, whenever they are in a situation where 

they cannot maintain social distancing of 6 feet or less. 

o “If you're going to get on public transit, you're going to get on a bus, you're going to get 

on a subway, you're going to stand on a subway platform, you're going to walk in 

a neighborhood that is busy, you're going to be on a sidewalk, you're going to pass other 

people on a sidewalk, you're not going to be able to maintain social distancing, you must 

wear a mask,” Cuomo said.  

https://twitter.com/elijahhaahr/status/1250545172125028352
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o There will be a three-day notice period before the order is enforced, allowing New 

Yorkers to secure masks or face coverings, Cuomo announced Wednesday afternoon. 

International 

• The Portuguese government may ease lockdown measures as the number of people killed by 

the novel coronavirus in the country surpassed 600 on Thursday. 

o Despite the grim milestone, Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa has put 

forward a decree extending the state of emergency until May 2, which includes 

provisions paving the way for the country to ease the social distancing measures it has 

in place. 

o The gradual reopening of certain businesses and reinstatement of certain workers rights 

are included in the legislation. 

• Mexico will extend its stay-at-home measures until May 30 as the country continues mitigation 

efforts against the spread of coronavirus, Deputy Health Secretary Dr. Hugo López-Gatell said 

during the daily morning press briefing today. 

o Ongoing safety measures include keeping schools closed, practicing safe distance and 

protecting the high-risk population. He said government officials will extend safety 

measures in areas with low coronavirus transmission to May 17, López-Gatell said. 

• Britain’s Covid-19 lockdown measures have been extended for “at least” another three weeks, 

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said. 

o Speaking at a today's government coronavirus press briefing, Raab, who is filling in for 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson as he recovers from Covid-19, said while there are 

“indications” the measures have been successful in slowing the spread of the virus, 

overall the infection rate has not dropped as much as needed. 

• Secretary of State Mike Pompeo spoke with Yang Jiechi, director of the office of foreign affairs 

of the Communist Party of China, and stressed the need for full transparency to combat the 

coronavirus pandemic, according to State Dept statement. 

o Pompeo also discussed exports of medical supplies to meet demand in the U.S. 

• Germany will start to relax nationwide Covid-19 restrictions next week on some shops, German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel said Wednesday. 

o The shops, which must meet certain size requirements, will be allowed to reopen if 

hygiene plans are followed, Merkel said Wednesday. 

o Schools will gradually reopen on May 4 with priority given to primary and secondary 

students in their final years. 

o At the same time, the country is extending its ''contact ban'' in the fight against 

coronavirus until May 3, Merkel said. Germany's contact ban rules that no more than 

two people can meet in public, unless people live in the same household. 

o Large public events are banned until the end of August to prevent mass transmission of 

the virus. 

• Belgium extended restrictions on its citizens and businesses until May 3, as Prime Minister 

Sophie Wilmes warned that any loosening of the measures will be very gradual and that nobody 

can say today when normal life can resume. Mass events such as summer music festivals will be 

banned until the end of August. 

o The only easing of restrictions, now entering their fifth week, are for home 

improvement stores, which will be allowed to re-open and elderly in nursing homes can 



receive single-person visits on strict conditions again. A decision on school re-openings 

hasn’t been taken. 

• Luxembourg will start a “very prudent” step-by-step relaxation of strict confinement measures 

next week as the number of new infections is gradually going back, the nation’s premier Xavier 

Bettel said at a press conference Wednesday. 

o Wearing a mask or an alternative mouth protection in public will be mandatory as of 

April 20, if a two meter distance is not possible, he said. Secondary schools will reopen 

May 11, with students split into groups that will alternate between home and physical 

schooling. Primary schools and nurseries are expected to reopen on May 25 if numbers 

of infections remain stable until then, Bettel said 

• Cyprus’s government approved a plan to lift restrictions and restart the economy in three 

phases, state-run Cyprus News Agency said. Businesses in key sectors of the economy will begin 

gradually reopening beginning in May. The third stage focuses on restarting the economy and is 

envisioned to run from September through the end of 2021, CNA said, citing an interview with 

the finance minister 

• A total of 17,167 people in France have died after contracting coronavirus while the number of 

national hospitalizations has declined, France's director-general of Health Jérôme Salomon 

confirmed Wednesday. 

• The British government says that based on national data it is beginning to see a “flattened 

curve” for new Covid-19 cases, adding that containment measures appear to be having a 

positive effect on the trajectory of the outbreak.  

o "What I see here is evidence that everybody’s efforts to stay home and not have as 

much contact with other people, as would be normal, is having the impact that we 

hoped it would have and bringing this epidemic to a much better trajectory where this is 

currently flat and no longer rising,” said Angela McLean, UK deputy chief scientific 

adviser, during a news conference at Downing Street.  

• Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has declared that Japan's state of emergency will be extended 

nationwide through May 6 in further attempts to curb the spread of coronavirus infections. 

o The state of emergency previously applied to seven urban prefectures, including Tokyo. 

Abe said his decision comes after seeing the rapid hike of infections outside these areas. 

o Abe wants to minimize the human flow during the golden week, a string of national 

holidays from the end of April through May 6. 

o He also announced he was considering cash handouts of 100,000 yen (approximately 

$925) for each citizen, instead of the previous plan of 300,000 yen (approximately 

$2,800) per low-income family 

• Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the current baseline coronavirus restrictions will 

remain in place for at least four weeks as the government tries to meet a set of guidelines to 

deal with the pandemic. Morrison laid out three guidelines that his government will try to 

achieve before it can begin to consider easing restrictions: 

o An increase in testing 

o Better contact tracing capabilities 

o Greater response capability at a local level 

• The UK will likely have to maintain social distancing until a coronavirus vaccine is available, said 

epidemiologist Neil Ferguson in an interview with the BBC on Thursday. 



• Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau warned again Wednesday that the national lockdown 

would continue for weeks to come even though the country has, so far, been spared the worst 

of Covid-19. 

o "If we reopen too soon, everything we're doing now might be for nothing,” Trudeau said 

during his daily news conference in Ottawa. 

Other 

• Starbucks is preparing to reopen cafes as some U.S. states report that the number of new 

coronavirus cases has plateaued or even declined.  

o “As we have experienced in China, we are now transitioning to a new phase that can 

best be described as ‘monitor and adapt,’” CEO Kevin Johnson said in a letter to 

employees on Thursday. 

o Johnson said Starbucks field leaders will use the local status of the health crisis, 

guidance from officials, community sentiment and operational readiness of the 

individual location to inform their decisions. Some cafes will continue as drive-thru only, 

while others may reopen for to-go orders. The company will also monitor government 

data about confirmed Covid-19 cases and trends. 

• A group of leading companies from multiple industries has formed People + Work Connect, an 

employer-to-employer initiative that brings together companies laying off or furloughing people 

with those companies in urgent need of workers. There is no cost for employers to join and 

participate. 

o People + Work Connect was designed by CHROs from Accenture, Lincoln Financial 

Group, ServiceNow and Verizon — and Accenture built the platform. From idea to 

launch in just 14 business days, the initiative is rapidly attracting a range of companies 

o To date, participating companies include ADM, Baxter, Blue Apron, Cargill, Frito-Lay, 

Lincoln Financial Group, Marriott, Mondelēz International, Nordstrom, ServiceNow, 

Walmart and Zenefits. Additionally, more than 250 companies are expected to onboard 

over the next week, and the platform will soon add public sector jobs. 

• The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is pushing its own framework to reopen the economy and get 

Americans back to work. 

o The plan from the business lobby highlights a number of considerations, including 

measures to keep workers safe, resolve regulatory and legal liability issues, and support 

businesses and individuals through a proposed phased reopening. 

o The Chamber devised its plan, known as the “Path Forward” program, after hearing 

from its membership of companies and state, local and international chambers and 

associations through more than 200 recent virtual sessions.  

• Unions representing U.S. farmworkers, many of whom are immigrants and guest workers, 

escalated their push for safer working conditions during the pandemic with a lawsuit against 

Washington state. 

o The United Farm Workers and Familias Unidas por la Justicia accused regulators of 

failing to do enough to protect workers from exposure to the coronavirus contagion. 

o The complaint alleges that the state’s departments of Health and of Labor and 

Industries “have produced garbled, non-mandatory ‘Fact Sheets’ that have both grower 

and farmworker advocates confused, stuck in neutral and wasting precious time while 

increasing numbers of farmworkers labor and live in conditions that imperil their lives.” 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/16/coronavirus-live-updates.html


o The suit, filed Thursday morning in Skagit County Superior Court in Washington, seeks 

an injunction requiring the agencies to expedite and toughen their oversight through 

emergency rulemaking. 

• Hilton announced that it has temporarily shut down 16% of its hotels worldwide during the 

coronavirus outbreak. 

o In a regulatory filing on Thursday, the hotel chain said that travel restrictions and stay-

at-home directives “have resulted in cancellations and significantly reduced travel 

around the world." 

• The College Board announced on Wednesday that they are preparing to make a digital version 

of the SAT available to take at home in the event that students cannot return to school in 

September. 

o “We know students and educators are worried about how the coronavirus may disrupt 

the college admissions process, and we want to do all we can to help alleviate that 

anxiety during this very demanding time,” said College Board CEO David Coleman in a 

statement. “Our first principle with the SAT and all our work must be to keep families 

and students safe. The second principle is to make the SAT as widely available as 

possible for students who wish to test, regardless of the economic or public health 

circumstances.”  

• Nonprofit groups want Congress to expand the tax break individuals can get for donating to 

charities, citing the crucial role the entities are playing during the pandemic. 

o Calls are building for an expanded charitable giving deduction, which mean individuals 

could claim the perk regardless of whether they itemize their taxes. The third relief 

package (Public Law 116-136) made a $300 deduction available for those who claim the 

standard deduction. But nonprofit advocates hope the next package goes further—and 

the momentum to quickly dole out relief could finally push across the finish line an idea 

that has been on lawmakers’ minds for years.  

• In a potential sign of what the future might hold for air travelers, Dubai-based airline Emirates 

has begun carrying out Covid-19 blood tests on passengers at the airport prior to flights. 

o According to a statement released by the airline, the first rapid Covid-19 blood tests 

took place on Wednesday at Dubai International Airport, with passengers on a flight to 

Tunisia all reportedly tested before departure. 

o The tests were conducted by the Dubai Health Authority at the Group Check-in area of 

Terminal 3 and results were available within 10 minutes. 

o Emirates claims to be the world's first airline to conduct such tests. 

• Dairy farmers in California are being forced to dump milk due to an enormous decrease in 

demand with schools and restaurants remaining closed during the statewide stay-at-home 

order. 

o As the shelter-in-place orders increased throughout March and restaurants were forced 

to close, 50% of the customer base was eliminated almost overnight, according to 

Western United Dairies CEO Anja Raudabaugh, who represents over 860 dairy farm 

families in California. 

• The PGA Tour has announced that the professional golf tour will start tournament play again 

starting June 8. 

o On Thursday, the PGA Tour unveiled a new schedule modifications for the 2019-2020 

season which was postponed in March due to Covid-19 pandemic. Within the 
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announcement, the PGA stated that the first four tournaments of the revised schedule 

will be held without spectators. 

• Trump’s Miami-region golf resort is cutting 560 jobs after it was shut down in response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. The company said 560 Trump National Doral Miami employees, including 

part-time workers, will be placed into “temporary layoff or furlough status,” according to a 

Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification filed in Florida. The jobs include cooks, 

bartenders and cart and bag attendants. The filing was made by Trump Miami Resorts 

Management LLC and signed by human resources direc tor Al Linares 

• Boston Scientific Corp. will start manufacturing a low-cost ventilator after the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration granted the technology an emergency use authorization. 

o The medical-device maker’s partner, the University of Minnesota, said in a release that 

the Coventor device, conceived by university researchers and an alumnus, is a low-cost 

backup alternative for doctors. 

o Ventilators are in short supply nationwide as hospitals react to the pandemic. The 

device has become critical to treat Covid-19 patients. 

• Facebook put warning labels, but did not remove, 40 million posts on its platform in March that 

contained false or misleading claims about the coronavirus, a Facebook vice-president revealed 

Wednesday. 

o The company has in recent months has also “removed hundreds of thousands of pieces 

of misinformation that could lead to imminent physical harm” like false claims that 

“drinking bleach cures the virus and theories like physical distancing is ineffective in 

preventing the disease from spreading,” Guy Rosen, Facebook’s vice-president of 

integrity, wrote in a blog post released Wednesday. 

• Amazon told investors on Thursday that it has suspended more than 6,000 seller accounts on its 

platform from around the world for price gouging on essential items during the pandemic.  

o In his annual letter to shareholders, Bezos said the company has also removed more 

than 500,000 listings from Amazon’s website for price gouging. And, he said, Amazon 

has ramped up its reporting of price gougers to the authorities. 

• The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has suspended the 2020 edition of the Indian 

Premier League (IPL) until further notice due to the evolving Coronavirus pandemic. 

o The lucrative eight-team T20 cricket tournament was scheduled to begin in India on 

March 29 and end on May 24. 

• The International Olympic Committee (IOC) and Tokyo 2020 organizers have said they will 

explore all opportunities to reduce the cost of the summer games following its postponement 

until 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Speaking at a press conference on Thursday via videolink, John Coates – who heads up 

the IOC Coordination Commission for Tokyo 2020 – said the postponement provided an 

opportunity to assess “what are the must haves and what are the nice to haves.” 

• The UK approved a ventilator built by medical device company Penlon through a consortium 

with Airbus and Rolls-Royce as the nation tackles coronavirus, the Cabinet Office said in a 

statement Thursday. 

o The new "Prima ES02" ventilator -- an updated design based heavily on an existing 

Penlon device -- received formal approval from the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency and is "ready to be sent to the NHS frontline to support coronavirus 

patients," according to the statement 
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