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COVID-19 4/27 Update  

 

Global 

Total cases – 2,995,456 

Total deaths – 207,583 

 

United States 

Positive tests – 968,203 (1% increase from Sunday evening)  

% Positive tests – 18%  

Total # tests – 5,434,943 (5% increase from Sunday evening) 

Total deaths – 54,938 (1% increase from Sunday evening) 

 

Administration 

• The Trump administration could issue as early as this week a new set of guidelines on opening 

specific types of businesses as President Trump looks to revive the US economy, people familiar 

with the matter say.  

o The new guidelines would provide more detailed recommendations on how to reopen 

restaurants, child care centers, camps, public transportation and places of worship, with 

a focus on keeping people spaced apart and hygiene practices ramped up to prevent the 

coronavirus from re-spreading.  



o Members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force have been weighing a set of 

recommendations produced by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that 

includes items like keeping tables spaces apart and improving indoor ventilation.  

o One official says that lobbying interests have flooded the White House in recent days 

hoping to influence the recommendations, which could have an effect on businesses’ 

bottom lines.  

• White House officials and coronavirus task force members received draft guidelines late last 

week on a phased reopening of schools and camps, child-care programs, some workplaces, 

houses of worship, restaurants, and mass transit, Washington Post reports. 

o The CDC-written guidance, which could still change, is likely to be released within next 

seven days 

o The 17-page proposal says all decisions should be made locally 

o Contentious issues include guidelines for religious communities and restaurants 

• “Until we get a foolproof vaccine for this and other viruses, I think America’s going to change the 

way we operate,” White House manufacturing and trade adviser Peter Navarro says on CNN. 

o “We’re going to change our behaviors now in a lot of ways permanently,” Navarro says 

• The Trump administration said Friday that hedge funds and private equity firms are ineligible 

for PPP rescue loans, following reports that major brands like Shake Shack and Potbelly had 

received them.  

• President Trump has pushed his military and security advisers to pull all U.S. troops out of 

Afghanistan over fears of coronavirus outbreak in the country, NBC reports, citing two current 

and one former U.S. official 

• The U.S. Small Business Administration is capping the value of loans individual banks can 

arrange under a government economic relief program for small businesses that restarts 

Monday.  

o The move reflects concerns that the biggest U.S. banks could again dominate the 

lending and prevent money from getting to the mom-and-pop shops that need it the 

most. 

o The SBA sent an email to lenders on Sunday limiting the maximum dollar amount of 

loans each bank can issue at 10% of funding authority of the Paycheck Protection 

Program. The goal of the cap is “to ensure equitable access,” according to a copy of the 

email seen by Bloomberg News. 

o It wasn’t clear from the email what the dollar amount of the cap would be. Last week 

Congress added $320 billion to the program, including $10 billion for bank processing 

fees. It also earmarked $60 billion of the total for small lenders. The SBA didn’t 

immediately respond to a request for comment. 

• The IRS has asked about 10,000 employees to return to work Monday to perform tasks, 

including opening mail, processing paper tax returns, and taking phone calls. The agency 

announced the decision in an email sent to employees Friday in which it also told employees 

they’d be responsible for their own mandatory face coverings until it can procure personal 

protective equipment, such as masks and gloves. Read more from Allyson Versprille. 

• National Institutes of Health employees were told by director Francis Collins in a call Friday not 

to expect to return to the agency’s Bethesda, Md. Campus until June, according to a person on 

the call. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9G6SJ3HBS3K
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=2e08873adbe248daf309da09f522e724a3f5ea3232af83e0d87965e1215b865f369461cac2dbbd64243300216a209944
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/trump-tells-advisers-u-s-should-pull-troops-afghanistan-covid-n1191761
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-9
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-9
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9DF1CT1UM0X


• The U.S. Treasury said it has paid out another $9.5 billion in funds to the aviation industry under 

a program designed to shore up carriers reeling from the coronavirus pandemic. Meanwhile, an 

application form was released on Saturday for loans destined for “businesses critical to 

maintaining national security,” Treasury said in a statement. Total disbursements so far under 

the CARES Act have reached to $12.4 billion to 93 air carriers, including major airlines and 

smaller passenger carriers, Treasury said in its statement 

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced it will establish a “coordination center” to help 

livestock and poultry producers hurt by coronavirus-induced meatpacking plant closures. The 

USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will offer “direct support to producers whose 

animals cannot move to market” and work with state veterinarians and other public officials “to 

help identify potential alternative markets” as plant shutdowns increase, according to a release 

posted on the agency’s website. 

• The Food and Drug Administration has allowed antibody tests that could show if someone has 

already been exposed to Covid-19 and developed some immunity to be on the market without 

its review and has yet to take an enforcement action, according to lawmakers. Trump has touted 

antibody testing as a way to unlock the U.S. economy, and experts say it could be key in doing so 

safely. However, there have been reports that current tests could be unsafe or inaccurate. 

o The FDA hasn’t assessed the reliability of most of the antibody tests on the market, 

according to a memo by a subcommittee of the House Oversight Committee released 

Friday. The Department of Health and Human Services has convened an interagency 

group to do so, but the program is voluntary. Only seven of the 101 test kits on the 

market had been submitted as of April 17. 

o “Serology testing for coronavirus has the potential to be a critical tool going forward for 

our nation. Unfortunately, senior FDA and CDC officials admitted that they have not put 

Americans in the best position to use this tool,” the subcommittee’s chairman, Rep. Raja 

Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), said in a statement. “They have put the public’s health at risk by 

allowing inaccurate and potentially fraudulent tests to spread unchecked 

• Pandemic Response Accountability Committee launches its website at pandemic.oversight.gov 

and Twitter account, @COVID_Oversight. 

o The committee was created by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

• Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac’s regulator said Monday that borrowers benefiting from programs 

that let them skip mortgage payments due to the coronavirus pandemic won’t have to make 

lump-sum repayments when the crisis passes. 

o The Federal Housing Finance Agency’s announcement is meant to “combat ongoing 

misinformation” about the forbearance plans homeowners are entitled to seek under 

the $2 trillion economic stimulus package enacted last month, Director Mark Calabria 

said in a statement. 

o “During this national health emergency, no one should be worried about losing their 

home,” Calabria said in the statement. “While today’s statement only covers Fannie 

Mae and Freddie Mac mortgages, I encourage all mortgage lenders to adopt a similar 

approach.” 

• The Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention issued new safety guidance for the meatpacking industry Sunday, after meat 

companies faced a wave of criticism for failing to prevent Covid-19 outbreaks at their facilities 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689602
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689602
https://pandemic.oversight.gov/
https://twitter.com/COVID_Oversight
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=b365793a4b812a363162413f15dfde9eee13042f1019a208a8917a40d1d6aea746dafe0e97467b1de90ce2a481bcec12


o The new OSHA/CDC guidance is strictly optional. The new guidance suggests — but does 

not require — that employers space workers six feet apart; reconfigure workstations to 

avoid face-to-face positioning; take workers' temperatures before allowing them inside 

facilities; and send home workers who start experiencing symptoms. 

• The coronavirus pandemic has delayed EPA's plans to ease carbon emissions limits for newly 

built power plants, the agency revealed in a Friday court filing. EPA in 2018 proposed raising the 

limit for any coal plants that may be built in the future ( Reg. 2060-AT56), eliminating an Obama-

era requirement for partial carbon capture and storage for such projects, though the change 

isn't expected to prompt utilities to build new coal capacity. "Due to delays related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, EPA now expects to send the package to OMB in early summer of 2020," 

the agency wrote. "EPA's intention and expectation is that the Agency will be in a position to 

take final action on this proposed rule in the summer of 2020." 

• President Trump, Vice President Pence and the senior staffers who regularly interact with them 

are still being tested weekly for coronavirus, two people familiar tell CNN. The White House is 

continuing to use the rapid Abbott Labs test.  

o Guests are also still being tested, and temperature checks are still administered for 

everyone who enters the grounds.  

• There will be no White House daily press briefing this afternoon, according to the press 

secretary. 

o “Today we're not tracking a briefing,” White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany 

said on Fox News. 

o She also said that there will be a media availability with retail CEOs later today. 

o “We will have briefings this week,” she added. 

• The number of Americans traveling by plane is climbing slightly, according to Transportation 

Security Administration data, reaching a three-week high as some states begin reopening.  

o The 128,875 people who passed through airport security checkpoints on Sunday was the 

most screened since April 3, according to the agency’s data.  

o The trend “is happening at every airport across the country, regardless of airport size,” 

TSA spokesperson Lisa Farbstein told CNN. She declined to provide statistics for 

individual airports.   

• Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar spoke to his Taiwanese counterpart about 

ways to combat the coronavirus outbreak in the first direct Cabinet-level contact between the 

two sides in years. 

o Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar discussed giving Taiwan a bigger role in 

the global fight against Covid-19 in a telephone call with health minister Chen Shih-

chung Monday. The two also discussed U.S. support for Taiwan’s inclusion in the World 

Health Organization, according to a summary of the meeting released by Taiwan’s 

foreign ministry. 

• The U.S. Postal Service is revising some hazardous-shipment rules to help with use of diagnostic 

tests for the coronavirus, according to a notice published in the Federal Register. 

o The changes, in effect until the public-health emergency is canceled, will allow rules to 

conform with other regulatory agencies, prevent shipping of fraudulent kits and reduce 

risk of exposure from the packages 

Capitol Hill 
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http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=2bb941d7fb259df04f811017012bf93fed3b26ca50a6faab410fbbcb43aa518ad627b89a82fe3efbacab8d405792f948
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=ae716b57ec90c26e544e05f6534f4f5c94ea78d4d9aff50aadf728b41206f8003c715fcb89bc3c6d160cb66aa86bd055
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=094634b16488198cb359026dd6d327ffb042819edc879547ec717a33649df24e79f1ec105387c152a397cc91c3d78568
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• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) on Friday asked 

government watchdogs to investigate the program's spending. Schumer, Warren and other 

Democrats want the inspectors general of the Small Business Administration and the Treasury 

Department to investigate how banks implemented the Paycheck Protection Program and 

whether businesses that received funds were really in need. 

o Schumer and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi are also pressing the Trump administration 

to set aside at least $10 billion in small business rescue money for minority banks and 

other community lenders in low-income areas. 

• Democrats are considering proposing a new round of direct cash payments to U.S. households 

and extending a similar benefit to the smallest businesses, as they struggle to get federal loans. 

o Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) and Rep. Richard Neal (D-Mass.), the top Democrats on 

Congress’s two tax committees, want to include the payments in the next round of 

stimulus spending that Congress is likely to take up in May. 

o Their effort is sure to face objections from key Republicans, such as Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who say they want to put the brakes on more deficit spending. 

But some GOP lawmakers have complained that small local businesses are getting shut 

out from small business aid. 

o Wyden’s plan, and a similar proposal in the House, would give small businesses up to 

$75,000 as they struggle with closures and drop-offs in economic activity. Those 

payments would be limited to companies with $1 million or less in revenue and up to 50 

employees. The payment would be capped at 30% of the business’s gross receipts. 

o That’s aimed and addressing a key criticism of the Paycheck Protection Program -- that 

the smallest businesses aren’t able to claim the loans because banks are giving priority 

to larger eligible companies that have existing relationships with those institutions and 

generate larger fees 

• House Ways and Means Chairman Richard Neal (D-Mass.) and House Transportation and 

Infrastructure Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) requested Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 

and Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell consider providing at least $5 billion in loans to 

over-the-road bus carriers under a program enacted by the CARES Act (Public Law 116-136). The 

pandemic “has decimated the motorcoach industry,” the lawmakers said in a letter. “Based on 

reports from motorcoach companies, between 80 and 95 percent of motorcoach trips have 

been cancelled or are simply not being booked due to the pandemic, and scheduled service 

operations are down 80-90%.” 

• Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Steve Daines (R-Mont.), John 

Barrasso (R-Wyo.), and 75 other lawmakers wrote to the Office of Management and Budget last 

week calling for support for radio and television broadcasters and local newspapers during the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

• Sens. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) Feinstein, and Schumer sent a letter 

on Friday to FCC Chairman Ajit Pai asking to extend the comment period for the net neutrality 

repeal issues that have been sent back to the agency by the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. Local 

governments in California and New York asked for a 60-day comment extension because they 

have been involved in coronavirus pandemic response. “The comments that these localities’ 

public safety personnel have to offer are critical to the refreshed record that the Commission is 

seeking in these proceedings,” they wrote. 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=39fc247828d16ab400ff2f353e344aee3407de52a5cb5376d9782fd53797066cf54c24a8dd570e48ab4ff5817957e6b3
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• House Science, Space and Technology Ranking Member Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) introduced the 

Computing Opportunities to Vanquish Infectious Diseases Research (COVID) Research Act (H.R. 

6599) last week. The bill would authorize the White House Office of Science and Technology 

Policy (OSTP) interagency working group on Emerging Infectious Disease Prevention and 

Forecasting and would direct the group to develop a national strategy to address infectious 

diseases, according to a release. It would also authorize a standing advisory committee at the 

National Academies of Science to provide scientific advice to the OSTP working group. 

Additionally, it would authorize $50 million to an Energy Department’s infectious disease 

research program over the next two years. 

• Five energy-state Republican senators, led by Sen. Kevin Cramer of North Dakota, are 

demanding any assistance for the renewable energy sector be paired with accompanying 

benefits for the fossil fuel sector. While they oppose extending any clean energy credits, the 

Republicans said in a letter to McConnell that any move along those lines must be paired with 

"immediate action to properly compensate" coal and nuclear facilities, enhanced carbon 

capture and sequestration credits, an extension of the refined coal tax credit and legislative 

action to reduce the time lines for permitting reviews. 

• Sen. Ron Wyden, ranking member of the Finance Committee, said Democrats would not 

support aid for fossil fuel companies in future packages. "In this time of crisis, Democrats are 

committed to ensuring that COVID-related disruptions do not threaten the clean energy jobs 

and investments that have helped put the U.S. on a path to a more sustainable future," Wyden 

said. "The fossil fuel industry has received taxpayer support for more than a century — it's long 

past time America stopped coddling them." 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi that the idea of a guaranteed minimum income for Americans is 

perhaps worth considering during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “Others have suggested a minimum income for a guaranteed income for people,” Pelosi 

said during an interview with MSNBC today. "Is that worthy of attention now? Perhaps 

so.” 

o She also emphasized a need for caution in reopening parts of the economy. 

o “We’re talking about the lives of the American people,” she said. "And again, the polar 

push of should we open up or not — if it jeopardizes the lives of the American people, 

we have to handle it with care." 

o Pelosi also said she would like to extend the timeline for small businesses to be able to 

use Paycheck Protection Program funds. She also defended the move to distribute the 

small business loans through banks rather than directly from the federal government, 

saying it was to expedite the process. 

State/Local 

• Governor Phil Murphy left open the possibility of New Jersey students returning to class in May 

as he prepared to detail a framework for re-opening the state’s businesses, workplaces and 

government services. 

o “We’re going to go through later today the principles that will guide us” on easing the 

state’s social-distancing policy, Murphy said during an interview on CNBC. 

Hospitalizations must go down first and testing must at least double, he said. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said that some parts of the state may begin to "unpause" after 

May 15. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislation/federal/bills#!/6819209268673904672
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislation/federal/bills#!/6819209268673904672
https://lucas.house.gov/media/press-releases/covid-research-act-will-improve-prediction-modeling-and-response-infectious
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5097d9016024db6293a57be0cb7232af9a3c34571b7495b6d1bb7f9ceabd825fa7325186c04ab3d0dba143726b9fc10f
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/21/politics/small-business-relief-package-details/index.html


o The state's stay-at-home order — known as "New York State on pause" — is set to 

expire on May 15, and Cuomo said he will extend those orders "in many parts of the 

state." 

o New York officials decide to cancel state’s June 23 presidential primary due to virus 

concerns, AP reports. 

• New York City is hiring 1,000 contact tracers to build a network that will trace the spread of 

coronavirus, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced in a press conference this morning. 

o “That’s what we’re going to build in the month of May: a contact-tracing network in this 

city like never been seen before on a vast scale. Every time somebody tests positive, 

immediately we can swing into action, figure out who were their close contacts, get 

those people tested too, isolate anyone who needs isolation," he said.   

o Here's what the job entails: Contact tracers will do interviews to determine key contacts 

of New Yorkers who test positive for Covid-19, follow up with those contacts and 

arrange for their testing and potential isolation.  

• Self-swab testing for coronavirus will be available at NYC Health + Hospitals clinics this week, 

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said this morning.  

o “There is a better way to do testing. There is an easier way to do testing, and there is a 

safer way to do testing, and we’re going to start that this week … This means the health-

care worker explains to the person there for the test how to administer the test 

themselves,” he said. 

• Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine is expected to announce his plans to reopen the state. Dayton Mayor 

Nan Whaley says the city is ready to reopen if the transition is “gradual enough.” 

o “We, I think, are ready for manufacturing and distribution, with tight rules, to be 

opened. We're a little more nervous about retail because we need to make sure we 

continue this social distancing,” she explained, adding that testing still needs to ramp 

up. 

• Theaters and dine-in restaurants in Georgia are allowed reopen today, even though the 

statewide shelter-in-place order doesn't expire until the end of the month. 

o This is the second wave of business reopenings in the state. On Friday, Republican Gov. 

Brian Kemp allowed gyms, barber shops, hair salons, tattoo parlors and bowling alleys to 

reopen their doors. 

o Businesses that reopen must follow social distancing guidelines, maintain sanitation and 

screen their employees for symptoms such as fever and respiratory illness, Kemp said. 

o The governor's decision pits him against mayors from cities such as Atlanta, Augusta and 

Savannah, as well as advice rooted in a data model often cited by the White House. 

International 

• The coronavirus pandemic is delaying plans for Canada's proposed clean fuel standard, a key 

part of the government's effort to cut greenhouse gas emissions. The Canadian government 

posted an updated timeline for publishing regulations for the proposed standard on Friday. In it, 

the government said proposed regulations for liquid fuels will be published this fall, instead of 

during the spring as planned. The regulations will be finalized by late 2021 rather than early 

2021. 

• Four million jobs have been furloughed in the UK and a quarter of businesses have stopped 

trading, UK Chancellor Rishi Sunak told the UK Parliament today. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/16/us/new-york-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/16/us/new-york-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9GFM03V7U9S


o He said that "we should be in no doubt" about the seriousness of the economic 

situation. 

• Prosecutors in the northern Italian city of Bergamo have opened an investigation into the 

handling of the coronavirus outbreak there, Prosecutor Maria Cristina Rotta‘s office told CNN on 

Monday.  

o Bergamo is in Lombardy, the Italian province worst-hit by the coronavirus, and was 

among the first areas to be put under restrictions to try to curb the spread of Covid-19. 

• Volkswagen -- the world's largest carmaker by sales -- restarted work at its biggest factory, in 

northern Germany, on Monday.  

o In a statement, VW said 8,000 employees in the city of Wolfsburg began building cars 

again on Monday, under tight hygiene restrictions to curb the spread of coronavirus. 

o The company says it expects 1,400 cars to be built this week. Next week, production will 

be ramped up to more than 6,000 cars -- around 40% of pre-crisis levels. 

• New Zealand claims it has "eliminated" the coronavirus as the country announced the easing 

of restrictions from "level four" to "level three," with new cases in single figures.  

o At a news conference on Monday, authorities reported one new case, four "probable 

cases" and one new death from the virus. 

• UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson has warned against relaxing the United Kingdom's coronavirus 

restrictions too soon in his first remarks since returning to work after contracting the disease, 

imploring the nation to "contain your impatience." 

o Speaking outside Downing Street in London, Johnson said that the UK was making 

progress in tackling the outbreak, with fewer ICU hospital admissions for Covid-19 

patients, and "real signs now that we are passing through the peak." 

• Switzerland has started to ease coronavirus measures six weeks after it imposed severe 

restrictions on public life. The Swiss Federal Council announced a three-stage plan aimed at 

easing the country's lockdown. Starting today: 

o Hairdressers, cosmetics or nail studios, DIY stores, garden centers and flower shops are 

allowed to reopen. 

o Doctors and physiotherapists are also allowed to reopen their practices for non-urgent 

appointments. 

o Hospitals are permitted to perform medical procedures that were postponed due to the 

outbreak of coronavirus in the country. 

o Shops and businesses must abide by stricter hygiene regulations and ensure that 

customers keep the required social distance. 

o Swiss federal authorities said that wearing face coverings is not mandatory, however 1 

million masks will be provided daily for two weeks from today to retailers. 

o More shops and primary schools are set to reopen within another two weeks, 

starting May 11.  

o Vocational and higher education establishments as well as libraries, zoos and museums 

are set to open from June 8, providing that the number of Covid-19 infections does not 

rise significantly. 

• Italy to lift restrictions, including the loosening of some travel restrictions, increased access to 

parks and gardens, and the ability to hold funerals with up to 15 attendees, but they won't take 

effect until May 4. 

https://cnn.com/2020/04/01/europe/borromea-residence-coronavirus-deaths-intl/index.html
https://cnn.com/2020/04/26/health/virus-hunters-bat-cave-coronavirus-hnk-intl/index.html
https://cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-04-27-20-intl/h_eb8d734c25f19f8320ba8503905a74bd


• Almost all of Germany's 83 million population will be required to wear face coverings in public 

spaces as of Monday, according to announcements on federal state websites. 

• Germany is abandoning its home-grown efforts at contact tracing and joining other European 

nations in using an approach backed by Google and Apple, Reuters reports.  

• More than a million Australians downloaded a contact-tracing app within a few hours of the 

government releasing it on Sunday, according to BBC 

 

Other 

• Formula One's chairman Chase Carey says he plans to start the 2020 season in Austria in July, 

after the French Grand Prix was called off. 

o French Grand Prix organisers announced on Monday that it was impossible for the race 

to go ahead as planned on June 28. French President Emmanuel Macron earlier this 

month expanded the country's ban on major events until at least the middle of July and 

imposed travel restrictions. 

• The Air Lines Pilots Association wrote to President Donald Trump, Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-

Calif.), and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell(R-Ky.), raising concerns that airlines are 

failing to comply with federal guidelines put in place to protect pilots and travelers from the 

coronavirus pandemic. The group asked for a requirement in future coronavirus legislation that 

airlines comply with CDC and FAA guidelines related to flight deck cleaning and disinfection, 

personal protective equipment for flight crews, and employee notification of test-positive cases 

in the workplace. 

• JBS SA, the world’s top meat company, will shut a beef production facility in Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, following an outbreak of coronavirus, Shannon Grassl, president of JBS USA Regional 

Beef, said in a statement, adding to concerns that supplies will tighten for consumers. It’s the 

company’s fourth U.S. plant to temporarily close. JBS USA runs more than 60 meat, poultry and 

prepared-food facilities. 

o The Brazil-based company’s beef production operations in Pennsylvania and Colorado 

have reopened, and its Minnesota pork facility remains closed. 

• Joe Biden called on the Trump Administration to vastly expand the country’s testing capabilities 

for the coronavirus, including launching a new public health jobs corps of 100,000 people to 

assist with the testing and contact tracing, as he laid out his vision for safely reopening the 

economy in a new memo on Monday. 

o In a lengthy plan written by Biden and his public health committee, the presumptive 

Democratic nominee criticized the president’s inaction on testing and detailed how the 

country should expand its capabilities in order to catch a spike in infections before it 

spreads. 

• The top two trade groups representing major retailers such as Walmart Inc., Target Corp. and 

Best Buy Co. are calling on governors to adopt uniform reopening standards as the pandemic 

subsides, including allowing warehouses and distribution centers nationwide to reopen all at 

once, rather than state-by-state. 

o As states, cities, and companies big and small struggle over when and how to restart the 

economy, the Retail Industry Leaders Association and the National Retail Federation 

have some ideas. On Monday, they’re sending a six-page memo to governors outlining a 
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three-phased plan for how stores can maintain public safety once they are allowed to 

reopen their doors to customers. The guidelines call for stores to have “robust” health 

and safety protocols in place, including sanitation and social-distancing procedures. 

o Measures include ensuring regular handwashing, use of gloves and face masks to 

protect customers and employees, in addition to limiting occupancy in some cases “to 

no more than 5 customers per 1,000 square feet of shopping space,” or half the national 

fire code requirement. 

• Tyson Foods is warning that "millions of pounds of meat" will disappear from the supply chain 

as the coronavirus pandemic pushes food processing plants to close, leading to product 

shortages in grocery stores across the country. 

o "The food supply chain is breaking," wrote board chairman John Tyson in a full-page 

advertisement published Sunday in The New York Times, Washington Post and Arkansas 

Democrat-Gazette. 

o US farmers don't have anywhere to sell their livestock, he said, adding that "millions of 

animals -- chickens, pigs and cattle -- will be depopulated because of the closure of our 

processing facilities." 

• The NBA’s Los Angeles Lakers have returned a $4.6m loan they received under the Paycheck 

Protection Program, ESPN reports, citing a team statement. 

o The team repaid the loan so that financial support would be directed to those most in 

need, the Lakers said in a statement: ESPN 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/26/business/meat-processing-plants-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/29104444/lakers-got-money-loan-program-returned-it

