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COVID-19 3/26 PM Update 
 
The U.S. surpassed China as having the most confirmed cases in the world, Johns Hopkins data show. 
Infections in America have topped 82,400. 
 
Government 
 
The House is scheduled to begin two hours of debate on CV3 tomorrow morning at 9am.  While passage 
is not in doubt, the process of getting there remains fluid.   As we’ve previously reported, both 
Democratic and Republican Leadership want to pass the bill by voice vote.  However, both sides are now 
increasingly worried that a member from their respective party will request a recorded vote on if a 
quorum (216) is present. Should 216 Members be present – and we hear more Members will be in town 
tomorrow than initially thought – they will move to a vote immediately and then pass the bill.  Should a 
quorum not be present, some additional Members will need to return to DC for a Saturday 
vote.   Obviously, the hope is this is mostly conjecture by a few Members and this will pass by voice vote, 
but until then Pelosi, McCarthy, and the White House will be working to shore up objections.  
 
Finally, IF a roll call vote becomes necessary tomorrow or Saturday, Members will vote alphabetically in 
groups of 30 to minimize contact and risks and will be asked to stay in their offices until it is their turn to 
vote.  This, of course, will stretch the vote out for hours – likely as long as 4-5 hours depending on how 
many members are present and voting. 
 
Capitol Hill 

• U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told Bloomberg TV she foresees a fourth coronavirus 
legislative package focusing on recovery efforts, specifically job creation and U.S. infrastructure 
building. 

o Infrastructure is a public health, business and economic issue, Pelosi says, as the House 
prepares to vote Friday morning on the Senate-passed $2 trillion coronavirus economic 
and health rescue package 

o Pelosi also says state and local govts will need “much, much more infusion” of cash, and 
that she hopes some of the funding would come from the Fed through expanded 
lending opportunities 

o Pelosi reiterates that she expects the House to pass a 3rd coronavirus aid measure 
Friday; the chamber will meet in the morning and “hopefully” complete the vote by 
noon, she says 



• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi says she looks forward to tackling pensions in subsequent virus aid 
legislation. 

o Pelosi also tells reporters she hopes more can be done to help those who rely on food 
assistance programs 

o Says there will have to be legislation to deliver more virus-related funding to 
Washington, D.C., as well as more money for states and local govts 

• Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and other Democratic lawmakers are pushing U.S. House leaders 
to ensure that coronavirus response legislation require the Fed to provide relief for the 
secondary market and buy new state and municipal debt.  

o “The municipal bond market has faced unprecedented stress in recent weeks,” 
according to a letter from Ocasio-Cortez and Reps. Rashida Tlaib and Ayanna Pressley  

• The House is enacting strict limitations on access to the U.S. Capitol on Friday, when lawmakers 
are expected to vote on the coronavirus emergency relief bill. 

o House members are being encouraged to stay in their offices until they are called to 
vote. They are also being advised to take the Capitol stairs instead of elevators, to 
maintain distance from others, and members who are experiencing respiratory 
symptoms or fever are discouraged from attending. 

o House Sergeant at Arms Paul D. Irving sent a letter to all members of Congress Thursday 
afternoon outlining the recommended safety measures, which he said were developed 
in consultation with House leaders and the Office of the Attending Physician. 

o On Friday, lawmakers will be divided into 15 groups, most of which will be composed of 
about 30 people. Each group will enter the chamber to vote separately, one after the 
other, and there will be a 16th group at the end if additional time is needed. 

o Members of the news media will be allowed in the Capitol but will not be permitted to 
enter the Speaker’s Lobby, the long corridor outside the chamber where reporters 
typically conduct interviews during votes. 

• House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) declined Thursday to embrace President 
Trump’s goal of reopening large parts of the country for business by Easter, telling reporters, “I 
don’t know that you can predetermine the exact date.” 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she would push to rescue financially strapped union pension 
plans that serve more than a million workers or retirees in numerous industries in the next 
legislation Congress writes to deal with the economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic 

o Democrats unsuccessfully tried to insert House-passed legislation (H.R. 397) to lend 
money to multi-employer pension funds into the coronavirus relief package negotiated 
with the Trump administration and Senate leaders, she said.  

• A group of senators is looking to ensure cruise industry could borrow from any of the existing 
loan programs regardless of their offshore registration, CNBC reports, citing a senior 
administration official. 

 
Administration 

• President Trump will get a range of options this weekend on how to proceed regarding sending 
Americans back to work amid coronavirus, Vice President Mike Pence tells reporters at the 
White House. 

• The Trump administration is delaying the deadline to enforce Real ID requirements by a year to 
Oct. 1, 2021 because of the coronavirus outbreak, according to a statement from the Homeland 
Security Department. 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6644813761363050782
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7TCZXMB2SJQ
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866


• U.S. regulators are urging banks to make the type of small-dollar loans often associated with 
payday lending to help consumers and small businesses weather the economic downturn 
triggered by the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The Federal Reserve and other agencies, in a Thursday statement, encourage lenders to 
extend credit to borrowers experiencing hardship “because of temporary cash-flow 
imbalances, unexpected expenses or income disruptions” 

o Borrowers who have trouble repaying should be granted “workout strategies” to help 
them repay while lessening the need to “re-borrow” 

• The Navy plans to test thousands of sailors aboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt for the 
coronavirus after a spate of confirmed cases and will pause the aircraft carrier’s operations at 
sea, officials said Thursday. 

o Acting Navy Secretary Thomas B. Modly said eight sailors had tested positive for the 
virus and the ship was pulling into Guam, where it would remain pier-side. About 5,000 
sailors are aboard the Nimitz-class nuclear-powered ship. 

• President Trump’s reference this week to the possibility of opening up the U.S. economy by 
Easter on April 12 “was an example,” White House adviser Kellyanne Conway tells Fox News. 

o Separately, Conway says without elaborating that Trump at a meeting today broached 
the possibility of a fourth virus bill 

• President Donald Trump said his administration is working on a plan that would rank U.S. 
counties into one of three categories as a step toward the relaxing the tight restrictions put in 
place to halt the spread of the coronavirus. 

o The administration, using criteria developed based on expanded testing capabilities and 
in consultation with health officials, proposes to designate counties as high-risk, 
medium-risk and low-risk. This ranking will help local officials decide on maintaining, 
increasing or relaxing social distancing and other measures, the president said in a letter 
to U.S. governors. 

o “Americans across the country are hoping the day will soon arrive when they can 
resume their normal economic, social and religious lives,” Trump wrote in the letter 
released by the White House. 

• President Donald Trump said leaders from the Group of 20 nations discussed the importance of 
sharing data and information on the pandemic during a video conference chaired by Saudi 
Arabia 

• President Trump is expected to send troops to Canada border to support efforts aimed at 
curbing the coronavirus, Reuters reports, citing sources inside U.S. government. 

• Attorney General William P. Barr announced Thursday that he had directed the federal Bureau 
of Prisons to increase the use of home confinement in a bid to stem the impact of the novel 
coronavirus on the system. 

o So far, according to the Bureau of Prisons, six inmates and four staff members have 
contracted the virus at facilities across the country. Barr said Thursday that one of them, 
an inmate with preexisting conditions at the Oakdale facility in Louisiana, was 
hospitalized in critical condition. 

o Barr noted that the bureau had taken several steps to try to prevent an outbreak. Those 
include suspending almost all visits, stopping transfers among facilities, screening new 
inmates for fever and quarantining new inmates for 14 days 

• Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, said on Thursday that the United States “may well” 
be in a recession already, but that it should get the coronavirus under control before getting 
back to work. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/business/economy/fed-powell-coronavirus-recession.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/business/economy/fed-powell-coronavirus-recession.html


o “The first order of business will be to get the spread of the virus under control, and then 
to resume economic activity,” he told NBC’s “Today” show, in a rare television 
interview. “The virus is going to dictate the timetable here.” 

o The Federal Reserve gives banks with less than $5 billion in assets more time to handle 
certain financial filings, agency says in Thursday statement. 

• More than 200 military medical students and graduate nursing students will receive diplomas 
early to arrive on the front lines of the coronavirus pandemic, officials said Thursday. 

o Their curriculum has “specific focus on threats like emerging infectious diseases and 
disasters,” which spurred their urgent need, said Richard W. Thomas, the president of 
the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, the country’s only federal 
health sciences university. 

• The Trump administration will temporarily relax civil enforcement of various environmental 
regulations, a move it says is necessary given worker shortages and travel restrictions related to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

o In a memo issued Thursday, the Environmental Protection Agency said it wouldn’t go 
after companies that fail to satisfy many “routine monitoring and reporting obligations” 
because of the coronavirus, as long as they documented why they couldn’t fulfill the 
mandates, worked to resolve the issues, and sought to minimize the effects. 

o “We expect facilities to comply with their obligations under the law,” EPA Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler told reporters on a conference call. “But where the impacts of Covid-
19 make that impracticable,” the EPA will apply “enforcement discretion.” 

• President Donald Trump said he plans to travel to Norfolk, Virginia, on Saturday to see off the 
USNS Comfort, a Navy hospital ship that is sailing to New York City to help with the coronavirus 
crisis there. 

o Trump, speaking at a White House press conference Thursday, said the ship will arrive in 
New York on Monday, a few weeks ahead of the original estimate. 

 
State/Local 

• Chicago's bike trails, paths and green spaces will be closed until the "threat to our lives is 
over," Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot said at a news briefing today.  

o Lightfoot addressed Chicagoans who continued to congregate in public areas in large 
numbers, while the state is under a stay-at-home order. "Your continued failure to abide 
by these orders" could lead to more deaths, Lightfoot said.  

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo today said she is “mandating, not suggesting” a 14-day self-
quarantine for anyone traveling to her state from New York. 

• Washington’s jobless claims jump ninefold as coronavirus hammers economy. More than 
133,000 Washington residents filed for jobless benefits last week as government efforts to 
contain the coronavirus outbreak continued to slow the state’s economy. 

• Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker today announced that his administration has submitted a 
request to the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the President for federal disaster 
declaration assistance in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o 1,000+ Massachusetts doctors have sent Gov. Baker a letter & petition with a dire 
warning:  

o "If the state doesn’t impose stricter limits on public movement, find more protective 
equipment & increase testing for #COVID19, the health care system is at risk of 
collapse." 

• New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu has issued a stay-at-home order starting at midnight Friday. 
The order will last until the end of May. 

https://www.newswise.com/articles/200-new-doctors-advanced-practice-nurses-to-join-military-medical-ranks-early
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/oecamemooncovid19implications.pdf


o Non-essential businesses are also expected to close by the end of the day Friday, he said 
at a news conference Thursday. 

• Travelers from New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and the city of New Orleans will be required 
to self-quarantine for 14 days before entering state, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott announced that at 
a news conference Thursday. 

o Abbott explained that the order, which applies only to those who arrive in Texas by 
plane, will be enforced by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS). 

o Travelers from the designated areas will be asked to provide officials with 
a quarantine location, the governor explained. 

• Broward County has issued a shelter-in-place order effective midnight Friday due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

o The county, which includes Fort Lauderdale, is one of the hardest hit counties in the 
state of Florida. 

• Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds announced the closure of many Iowa retail businesses, including book 
and clothing stores and restaurants and bars until April 7 at a news conference Thursday. 

o The new measures go into effect at 10 p.m. local time today. Reynolds also announced 
that nonessential medical procedures will also be suspended. 

• Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey issued an executive order Thursday, telling hospitals to increase their 
capacity to prepare for an influx of coronavirus patients. 

o Ducey’s order requires hospitals to have 50% more bed capacity by April 24, with half of 
the increase in place within the next two weeks, according to a statement from the 
governor’s office. 

• Alabama schools will be closed the remainder of the school year, Gov. Kay Ivey said in a news 
conference Thursday. 

o The state was initially supposed to have schools back in session on April 6 but Ivey said 
she has amended that order to give the state's board of education the right to provide 
online learning for the remainder of the school year. 

 
International 

• The Group of 20 major economies vowed on Thursday to inject $5 trillion into the world 
economy to blunt the social, economic and financial blows of the coronavirus pandemic. 

o In a joint statement released after a virtual summit, the group promised to cooperate on 
wide-ranging measures to save lives, protect economies and share medical equipment 
to combat Covid-19, the disease the virus causes. 

• Bolivia’s electoral tribunal said on Thursday it had proposed new dates for the country’s 
presidential elections to help contain the spread of coronavirus. The electoral tribunal 
recommended to Bolivia’s legislative assembly that elections be postponed from May 3 and held 
sometime between June 7 and Sept. 6. 

• The UK government will introduce a new financial support scheme for self-employed workers, 
Chancellor Rishi Sunak announced today, outlining the terms of a new taxable grant worth 80% 
of people's average monthly profit. 

• China further tightened travel restrictions on Thursday as it faces a surge in cases from people 
returning to the country from overseas, closing its borders even to foreign nationals who live 
there. 

o The government announced that it would suspend the entry of almost all foreign 
nationals holding valid visas and residence permits starting Saturday at midnight. The 
suspension also includes all visa-free transit policies. It does not apply to visas issued to 



diplomats or flight crew, or to people traveling to China for “necessary economic, trade, 
scientific or technological activities or out of emergency humanitarian needs.” 

• Mexican protesters have shut a US southern border crossing amid fears that untested American 
travelers will spread coronavirus. Residents in Sonora, south of the US state of Arizona, have 
promised to block traffic into Mexico for a second day after closing a checkpoint for hours on 
Wednesday. They wore face masks and held signs telling Americans to "stay at home". 

• Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau confirmed that the US is requesting American troops 
be placed within 20 miles of the US-Canada border to help with border surveillance especially at 
irregular crossings. Trudeau indicated his government did not believe that was necessary at this 
time, but that talks were ongoing.  

o “Canada and the United States have the longest un-militarized border in the world and 
it is very much in both of our interests for it to remain that way. We have been in 
discussions with the United States on this,” Trudeau said during a news conference 
outside his Ottawa home where he remains in quarantine. 

o Later at a government news conference in Ottawa, Canada’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Chrystia Freeland revealed Canada had made its opposition known to many levels of the 
US government, including the Defense Department and US Homeland Security. 

o "Canada is strongly opposed to this US proposal and we've made that opposition very, 
very clear to our American counterparts,” she said. “We understand the concerns of our 
American neighbors and friends. What we have said is we really do not believe at all 
that there would be a public health justification for you to take this 

• The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) said on Thursday it has increased resources 
available to countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to fight the coronavirus pandemic to 
$12 billion, up from the $2 billion it had promised a few weeks ago. 

o The sum will be available to governments and businesses to help meet challenges faced 
by countries in the region during the accelerating public health crisis. 

Private Sector 

• Chrysler will keep its North American operations closed until April 14, the company said 
Thursday. The news comes following Ford's announcement it would reopen plants on April 6. 

• The United Mine Workers of America says industry needs national health standards to protect 
miners from growing coronavirus pandemic. Coal miners are “one of the most vulnerable 
populations for the virus,” UMWA President Cecil E. Roberts writes in letter to Mine Safety and 
Health Administration 

o Letter requests MSHA to issue national emergency standards for mine operators to help 
protect miners from infection 

• The NBA is reducing base salaries by 20 percent of approximately 100 of the league office’s top-
earning executives around the world, sources tell ESPN. 

• Canceled March Madness tournaments leaves NCAA with $375 million shortfall. The NCAA 
announced on Thursday that there will be $225 million distributed to schools, rather than the 
budgeted $600 million in "response to the cancellation of all remaining winter and spring NCAA 
championships." 

o The NCAA said it receives "most of its revenue from the Division I Men’s Basketball 
Championship television and marketing rights, as well as championship ticket sales. The 
revenue is used to provide distributions to member conferences and schools along with 
funding championships, national programs and other initiatives to support student-
athletes." 

https://umwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/032420-CER-Letter-David-Zatezalo-COVID-19.pdf


• Miller Lite is donating $1 million to laid-off bartenders after bars and restaurants around the 
country were forced to shut down in an effort to slow the spread of the coronavirus, the 
company recently announced on Twitter. 

• Hilton employees are bracing for the possibility of additional furloughs, two people familiar with 
the company’s plans said. The company, which includes brands like Waldorf Astoria and 
Embassy Suites, has already begun furloughing employees at hotel properties it manages. 

• Megabus has suspended all service in and out of New York City through April 9, according to the 
company's website. 

• Kaiser Permanente has restricted the lupus and rheumatoid arthritis treatment 
hydroxychloroquine amid a national shortage, the health provider said Wednesday, prompted 
by the drug’s potential to treat the coronavirus. 

o "We face the real possibility of running out of the drug for everyone if we don’t take 
steps to mitigate the shortage,” the company said. 

• Toyota is extending the closure of all its North American automobile and components plants 
until April 20. The company added that "service parts operations and finished vehicle centers 
will continue to operate to meet the needs of our customers."  

o This is the third shutdown extension for Toyota. Originally, Toyota said it would 
reopen facilities on April 6.  

• The Service Employees International Union – United Healthcare Workers West (SEIU-UHW) has 
located 39 million N95 masks & is connecting states, counties, health systems and individual 
hospitals to the supplier so they can purchase them in quantity. 

• Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said Thursday that the organization will 
reach a decision about when to resume its delayed season only after it's "comfortable that the 
public health situation supports that decision." 

o "We're going to resume playing when it's safe for our fans, our players and the public 
for us to resume playing," Manfred told CNN. "We're fortunate — we have a great panel 
of infectious disease experts that we rely on to help sort through the various 
pronouncements from different governmental agencies and politicians." 

 

https://www.foxnews.com/us/miller-lite-donate-1m-bartenders-amid-coronavirus
https://www.fox35orlando.com/tag/health/coronavirus
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/20/hospitals-doctors-are-wiping-out-supplies-an-unproven-coronavirus-treatment/

