
 
February 11, 2021 

 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

The Honorable Peter Buttigieg     The Honorable Steve Dickson 

Secretary of Transportation     Administrator 

U.S. Department of Transportation    Federal Aviation Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE     800 Independence Ave, SW 

Washington, DC 20590     Washington, DC 20591 

 

 

Dear Mr. President, Secretary Buttigieg and Administrator Dickson, 

 

As the nation comes together to battle the coronavirus pandemic on all fronts, the National Air 

Transportation Association (NATA) and its over 3,700 general aviation business members call 

upon leaders in Washington to continue to enact policies that protect the American public while 

also preserving the essential businesses that form the backbone of our economy. First and 

foremost, our national priority must be to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and thereby protect 

the nation’s public health. But this must not come at the risk of burdensome or undue policies, 

including domestic preflight COVID testing requirements, that work to hinder an essential 

industry and cut important ties to the over 40 percent of the nation’s population that is not served 

by the airlines.   

 

Reports throughout the pandemic have proven aircraft travel poses fewer health risks than other 

means of transportation, due in large part to the air filtration and circulation systems present on 

most aircraft, which block almost 100 percent of airborne coronaviruses. Travel on private or 

charter aircraft offers further risk protection: minimal touch points, streamlined service without 

the inevitable crowds of large airports, and fellow passengers typically comprised of known 

entities — colleagues or family members included in common quarantine bubbles. The 

controlled environment of on-demand air travel arguably entails less risk than a trip to the 

grocery store, evidenced by the fact that there are no documented cases of COVID-19 

transmission on a Part 135 air charter flight.  

 

Furthermore, aviation businesses have taken a proactive approach from the earliest days of the 

pandemic to standardize elevated cleaning protocols that meet, and in many cases exceed, CDC 

guidelines. One such standard, NATA’s Safety 1st Clean, has been instituted in over 400 

locations to date, and NATA members are already following CDC orders on masking and 

international testing. We look forward to partnering with the Biden Administration on best 

practices like these that have made general aviation one of the cleanest forms of travel in the 

COVID era.  



Those practices, however, can and should be held in balance with a clear vision for America’s 

future beyond the pandemic, and that future must include the economic viability and stability of 

our general aviation infrastructure and the businesses it supports.  

 

General aviation contributes more than $247 billion in economic output annually and supports 

1.2 million jobs across the nation. In addition, general aviation businesses and the local airports 

they support serve as vital lifelines for communities across the country — particularly in rural 

regions — by providing critical infrastructure for essential businesses and their employees, 

aiding in business and job growth, as well as supporting law enforcement, medical care, disaster 

relief, and firefighting. Most recently, Part 135 operators began transporting COVID-19 vaccines 

to remote communities, a practice that has enormous potential to expedite the equitable 

distribution of these life-saving doses.   

 

We cannot afford to shackle an industry that not only empowers countless businesses across the 

country and offers essential services, but also safeguards the health and safety of its passengers 

and personnel. NATA respectfully asks that future policies regarding air travel acknowledge the 

relatively low risk that the general aviation industry poses to virus transmission and preserve this 

vital segment of the American economy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Timothy R. Obitts 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

National Air Transportation Association 

 

Cc:  The Honorable Charles Schumer 

 The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

 The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

 The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 

The Honorable Roger Wicker 

The Honorable Kyrsten Sinema  

The Honorable Ted Cruz 

 The Honorable Peter DeFazio 

 The Honorable Sam Graves  

The Honorable Rick Larsen 

The Honorable Garret Graves 


