
Note:  Intended audience is for the public, not for f light-planning purposes.  
 

Safely Operating in 5G with Reduced Disruptions 
The FAA is working with the aviation and wireless industries so 5G C-band and aviation can safely 
coexist. While that work is underway, Notices to Air Missions, also known as NOTAMS, will alert 
operators and others to limitations on low-visibility landings that require the use of a radio altimeter 
where 5G is deployed starting Jan. 19, 2022.  
 
The FAA published two Airworthiness Directives (AD) that provide restrictions in places where 5G C-
band interference is present. The ADs are only applicable at locations where NOTAMs are published and 
allow operators to seek alternative methods of compliance (AMOC).   
 
The following scenarios will help explain the situation: 
 

Type of NOTAMs 
NOTAMs are at Federal Aviation Administration: NOTAM Search (faa.gov).  You will need to know the 
three letter Location Designator for the Airport. For example, the Location Designator for Los Angeles 
International Airport is LAX. To find 5G NOTAMs, select “Filters” and type in “5G”. 
 
Airspace NOTAM: An Airspace NOTAM defines a geographic area where 5G C-band is deployed, where 
radio altimeter interference might be encountered, and places restrictions on certain types of helicopter 
operations in these areas. 
 
Aerodrome NOTAM: An Aerodrome NOTAM defines an airport or heliport near a 5G C-band base 
station, where radio altimeter interference might be encountered, and places restrictions on some 
airplane and helicopter operations. 
 
IAP NOTAM: An Instrument Approach Procedure NOTAM restricts specific low-visibility instrument 
approach operations, which require a radio altimeter. 
 

Alternative Methods of Compliance (AMOC) 
The AMOC process allows operators or manufacturers to demonstrate ways to mitigate an unsafe 
condition. The FAA will use this process to evaluate and clear altimeters that have been demonstrated 
to be reliable and accurate in the high-powered 5G environment.  
 
If your aircraft has an AMOC, your radio altimeter is expected to operate properly, and you may conduct 
operations per your AMOC approval. 
 

Scenarios 
Scenario 1:  I am a pilot for a flight from LAX to JAX.  What does the Aerodrome NOTAM at JAX mean? 
May I land at JAX? 
The FAA issued an aerodrome NOTAM for JAX since there may be interference to radio altimeters due to 
5G C-band transmissions. The Pilot cannot use “autoland”, head-up display (HUD) to touch down, or 
enhanced flight vison systems (EFVS) to touch down, but it does not prohibit landing at JAX. The landing 
could depend on the weather at JAX.  The pilot will have to check the Instrument Approach Procedure 
(IAP) NOTAMs for restrictions for weather below ½-mile visibility.   

https://notams.aim.faa.gov/notamSearch/nsapp.html#/


Scenario 2:  JAX has some Instrument Approach Procedure (IAP) NOTAMs, what do I need to know? 
The Pilot can fly a visual or any instrument approach procedure that does not have a NOTAM. The IAP 
5G NOTAM will restricts instrument approach procedures that require radio altimeters. These 
procedures have visibility requirements less than ½ mile. I can land at JAX if I do not need to use one of 
these approaches.  
 
Scenario 3:  I fly helicopters, how do the Airspace NOTAMs affect me? 
The Airspace NOTAMs identify areas where there are 5G C-band transmissions that may interfere with 
helicopter radio altimeters and cause them to not function normally. The Airspace NOTAM applies to 
helicopters and covers hospital heliports, helicopter air ambulance landing sites, off airport or 
unapproved landing areas, and other heliports. Some takeoff and approach operations and some 
autopilot modes are prohibited in NOTAM’d airspace.   
 

Questions and Answers 
Q:  How do I submit an AMOC request? 
A:  Please send inquiries to: 9-AVS-AMOC@faa.gov 
 
Q:  How do I submit reports of 5G interference?  
A:   https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/nas/RADALT_reports/ 
 
Q: My airport is within an airspace NOTAM, but why do I not see an aerodrome NOTAM? 
A:  There are airports that are within an airspace NOTAM that do not have an aerodrome NOTAM 
because they do not have instrument approach procedures.   

 
Q:  I have seen there is a list of 50 airports, what does this mean? 
A:  The wireless telecommunications companies agreed to some power limitations on base stations that 
are close to some airports for six months. In addition to asking for input from the aviation community, 
the FAA selected 50 airports based on their traffic volume, the number of low-visibility days and 
geographic location. These airports will have Aerodrome NOTAMs and may have IAP NOTAMs. Some 
airports are not on the list because wireless base stations are far enough away. 
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