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COVID-19 5/12 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 4,233,504 
Total deaths – 290,269 
 
United States 
Total cases – 1,358,901 (2% increase from prior day) 
Total deaths – 81,805 (3% increase from prior day) 
Total # tests – 9,382,235 (4% increase from prior day) 
 
Administration 

• US President Donald Trump and his administration announced today that the federal 

government is sending $11 billion to states to expand coronavirus testing capabilities. 

o When Trump made the announcement in the Rose Garden, he appeared to 

misspeak, saying "1 billion" has been approved and the "money is going out." 

o Adm. Brett Giroir, Assistant Secretary for Health and Human Services, later 

clarified in the Rose Garden briefing it is $11 billion going to states. 

o The relief package signed on April 24 included $25 billion for testing, with 

$11 billion for states, localities, territories and tribes.  

o Giroir said in order for states to receive the funding, there has to be plans in 

place that address testing in "vulnerable communities." 

o The $11 billion is part of the CARES Act stimulus package. It will be distributed 

under a formula that reflects the burden of Covid-19 as well as population-based 

estimates, the officials said. The administration plans to release details about the 

distribution in the next day or two, the officials said.  

• President Trump said he may mandate all nursing homes conduct coronavirus tests on 

their residents. 

o He added that he thinks all the states should be testing nursing home residents 

and that they have the capacity to conduct that testing. 

• President Trump says he is the one requiring face masks at the White House, even as he 

defended his choice not to wear one on Monday. 

o Trump, speaking to reporters in the Rose Garden, was asked why he wasn’t 

requiring White House staffers to wear face coverings. 

o “If they’re a certain distance from me, or a certain distance from each other, 

they do. In the case of me, I'm not close to anybody. I would like to be close to 

these two gentlemen, they're hardworking, great men,” the President quipped, 
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“but they just said frankly, let's keep it this way. Obviously I'm very far away 

from everyone." 

o “If you look at all those people over there, every one of them from what I see, 

these are White House staffers, they’re White House representatives, they’re 

White House executives and everybody has a mask on. Just about everybody I’ve 

seen today has worn a mask,” he remarked. 

• President Trump claimed that Americans are "dying" from social distancing measures 

while defending allegations he made that Democrats are keeping the states closed for 

political reasons to hurt his reelection chances. 

o “People want to go back. The numbers are getting to a point where they can and 

there just seems to be no effort on certain blue states to get back into gear,” 

Trump said. “People aren’t going to stand for it. They want to get back. They're 

not going to stand for it. They want our country open. I want our country open. I 

want it open safely.” 

o He said people are also dying from drug addiction and suicides because of social 

distancing measures, with no evidence to back up the assertion. 

• President Trump defended the White House response to diagnosed cases of 

coronavirus among staffers, continuing to insist it’s safe for businesses to reopen even 

as the administration struggles to keep its own employees healthy.  

o During a news conference Monday, Trump was asked how the system broke 

down to allow staffers to expose others within the White House to the virus. 

o Trump added that “the one that tested positive,” the vice president’s press 

secretary Katie Miller, “will be fine.” 

• President Trump was asked today when Americans returning to work will be able to get 

coronavirus tests every day, in the same way as they are conducted at the White 

House.  

o “Very soon,” Trump replied, but offered no details, adding, “We are tested. We 

have great capability. You have all of these machines here, they’re incredible.” 

o When the reporter followed up to ask if Americans should be told to return to 

work before they have assurance of testing access, Trump responded, “We’re 

leaving that up to the governors as you know. And if we see something wrong 

we’ll call them out and we’ll stop it,” he said.  

• President Trump announced several efforts by the federal government to help states 

increase testing capacity. 
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o "My administration located 5,000 machines in 700 labs across all 50 states and 

governors have learned how to maximize these testing resources. The federal 

government is also supporting states with vital supplies, quick approvals of 

new tests, and one-on-one coaching from the team here at the White House on 

how to increase capacity and increase it very quickly," he said on Monday. 

o Trump said the administration will also provide approximately 9 million transport 

media to transfer swabs to labs as well as expand testing in "the most 

underserved communities." 

o "Through our partnership with the private sector, leading pharmacies and 

retailers are now operating over 240 testing sites across the country — and 

that's in addition to all the other sites that we've working. Seventy percent of 

these sites are located in communities with unique vulnerabilities," the President 

said. 

o "There will be more than 300 sites by the end of this week and retailers are 

making plans to open up hundreds and hundreds more locations within the 

next 30 days," he added. 

• The Pentagon’s inspector general will look into whether the Navy has plans in place to 

prevent and curb the spread of infectious diseases after the coronavirus outbreak on 

the USS Roosevelt aircraft carrier culminated in removal of its captain.  

• Twenty Democratic attorneys general urged President Donald Trump to enforce 

stricter safety standards for meat-processing workers under his executive order 

reopening packing plants. 

o “The industry’s workers are risking their lives to maintain production in these 

facilities under extremely unsafe working conditions,” the attorneys general 

wrote Trump in a letter Tuesday. 

o The letter, signed by attorneys general for 19 states and the District of Columbia, 

cited news reports that at least 45 meat processing workers have died from 

coronavirus since the pandemic began and at least 10,000 cases have been tied 

to meatpacking plants. 

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency is handing over some of its 

responsibilities for acquiring pandemic supplies to the Defense Logistics Agency, a 

subset of the Defense Department, according to a FEMA spokesperson. The Defense 

Logistics Agency will coordinate longer-term purchasing of supplies, like personal 

protective equipment, the spokesperson said. That agency manages the supply chain for 

the entire U.S. military and has extensive experience in the area. 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Letter%20to%20President%20Trump%20on%20Meat%20Industry%20EO.pdf
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• The Chief of the National Guard Bureau, Gen. Joseph Lengyel, tested negative for the 

coronavirus Monday, two days after he tested positive for the virus immediately prior to 

a White House meeting with the Joint Chiefs of Staff and President Trump. 

o Lengyel “was tested for COVID-19 today at Walter Reed Military Medical Center 

and received a negative result. This was the second negative test result since he 

received a positive test result during a routine screening prior to attending a 

Joint Chiefs of Staff meeting at the White House May 9,” the National Guard said 

in a statement. 

• A memo went out to White House staffers today saying it is now required for all staffers 

entering West Wing to wear a face covering, a source familiar tells CNN. 

o It also said that face coverings would be available in the medical office. 

Additionally the memo told staffers to follow social distancing guidelines and 

placed restrictions on guests. 

• President Trump will go to “great efforts to ensure that” a future vaccine for Covid-19 is 

available to all Americans regardless of their income, White House spokeswoman 

Kayleigh McEnany says in news briefing. 

• The Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Federal Housing Finance 

Agency and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau have started an online site to 

provide the public the most up-to-date information on housing assistance that is 

available to consumers during the coronavirus crisis.  

o The site, cfpb.gov/housing, details relief provided under the $2 trillion stimulus 

bill that Congress passed in March 

o It also includes tools that homeowners and renters can use to determine 

whether they live in a residence with a federally-backed mortgage. 

• Vice President Mike Pence is taking some precautions, but stopping short of the 

recommended self-quarantine in the wake of his press secretary testing positive for 

coronavirus.  

o Pence is "maintaining distance for the immediate future" from President Trump 

after consulting with the White House medical unit, a senior administration 

official said. It is not yet clear exactly how long Pence will stay away from Trump. 

• Struggling U.S. airlines will be allowed to eliminate flights to more cities under 

minimum-service rules required by the $50 billion industry bailout as demand continues 

to be 90% lower than typical levels, the Transportation Department said Tuesday. 

o Carriers will be allowed to exempt 5% or five cities from the locations they’re 

required to fly to, whichever is greater, the department said. All cities previously 

https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/12/politics/mike-pence-donald-trump-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/12/politics/mike-pence-donald-trump-coronavirus/index.html
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being served under the department’s minimum service rules will continue to 

have access to flights from at least one airline, the department said. 

• The U.S. economy will need more fiscal stimulus as the impact of the coronavirus 

pandemic pushes unemployment to 20%, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas President 

Robert Kaplan says in an interview Tuesday on CNN International. 

o “If we get to a peak unemployment rate, which we think will be around 20%, and 

we end the year around a 10% unemployment rate, there may well need to be 

more fiscal stimulus in order to boost economic growth” 

o Fed emergency-lending programs have enabled financial markets to work 

“relatively well” 

o Drug and vaccine development, and contact tracing are “essential” to restoring 

consumer confidence and will accelerate the reopening of the economy 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia President Patrick Harker said care must be taken 

when reopening the U.S. economy to avoid triggering another round of coronavirus 

infections that would set the country back. 

o “What I worry about though is if we don’t take our time to open intelligently -- 

and again, I’m not saying not reopen, but open intelligently -- that second wave 

could be very painful” 

o ”In that case, again, consumers will vote with their feet and not show up, and we 

could be back in a bad situation” 

o Says he wants to keep rates at zero until we see “a demonstrable move towards 

a normal economy” 

• The measures the government has already taken are still working their way into the 

economy. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin has so far used less than half of $454 

billion Congress authorized as backstops for Fed lending programs. He’s said he’s 

waiting for four more lending programs the Fed has yet to launch before deciding which 

ones should be expanded. 

o For each dollar Mnuchin pledges to the central bank through the Treasury’s 

Exchange Stabilization Fund, the Fed can leverage $10 in lending to corporations, 

small and medium sized businesses, and state and local governments. 

o “What the president has said is, let’s step back for a few weeks, let’s be very 

considerate in what we do in the next round before we go consider spending 

another trillion,” Mnuchin said in an interview on CNBC on Monday. “But the 

president is determined we’ll do whatever we need to do.” 
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• Several vaccines will likely be needed to fight the coronavirus and immunize groups of 

people in the U.S. and abroad, National Institutes of Health Director Francis Collins 

said. Collins is a geneticist who leads the agency overseeing the U.S. research response 

to the virus. Speaking to Bloomberg News yesterday, Collins discussed the efforts to 

develop and manufacture a vaccine, potential mutations of the virus and what it means 

for immunity, and how inoculations might be tested, Riley Griffin reports. 

• Narrow tax guidance on some parts of recently enacted coronavirus relief has sparked 

criticism that the IRS and Treasury aren’t interpreting the law correctly.  

• The Agriculture Department is shelling out more than $1.2 billion for food boxes 

designed to relieve Americans’ hunger and farmers’ sales losses during the coronavirus 

pandemic. One of the biggest awards —$39 million—will go to a Texas event manager 

that specializes in weddings 

• Federal Trade Commission Chairman Joseph Simons said the agency is monitoring 

privacy issues surrounding the Covid-19 contact-tracing app under development by 

Apple and Google. Simons told the House Energy and Commerce Consumer Protection 

Subcommittee in a teleconference call yesterday that the agency is “monitoring 

developments in this area very, very closely.” He said, “Especially since one of the 

companies—Google—is already under an FTC order, we want to stay closely involved 

and we monitor their compliance with the order.” The FTC and Google, which owns 

YouTube, reached a settlement last year over children’s privacy violations the website.  

o “In addition, we want to make sure that they’re doing the right things and 

they’re paying close attention to privacy concerns and so we’re rapidly involved. 

We are talking to people in the industry and we’ll work with our sister agencies 

when appropriate,” he said. 

o Separately, Simons said he’d welcome legislation from Congress giving the FTC 

more authority to go after price gouging during the coronavirus pandemic. Rep. 

Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), chairwoman of the subcommittee, introduced H.R. 6472, 

the Covid-19 Price Gouging Prevention Act, which would give the FTC explicit 

enforcement authority over price gouging. 

o Simons said he didn’t think the FTC had the authority to go after price gougers. 

“It’s not really a good fit for our current statute,” he said on the teleconference 

call. “Yes, we would be very much willing, eager and enthusiastic in protecting 

consumers under any statute that you provide. Doing it as a separate, stand-

alone statute is consistent with the approach that we find in most states.” He 

said that the majority states currently have separate price gouging legislation 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA6SDZT0AFB4
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/consumer-protection-and-commerce-subcommittee-announces-teleconference-forum
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248958
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6813271235869016099
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• Initial guidance limiting the benefits of two measures—a tax break for businesses that 

retain employees and a new loan program for small businesses—drew the ire of 

lawmakers on both sides of the aisle and, in one of those cases, forced Treasury to 

reverse its position. Meanwhile, scholars and tax practitioners have expressed 

skepticism about FAQs that say incarcerated and recently deceased people aren’t 

eligible for stimulus payments and should return that money. 

o Some of the IRS and Treasury interpretations don’t align with what Congress 

intended and threaten to take pandemic relief out of the hands of those who 

need it the most, lawmakers have said in letters to officials. Disagreements on 

these issues, especially if they lead to changes to informal guidance like FAQs 

that aren’t always widely publicized, can make it difficult for businesses to make 

decisions about their workforce and operations, according to tax practitioners 

that formerly worked in th e government and on Capitol Hill.  

• Treasury Dept. releases details on payments to states, local governments from $150 

billion Coronavirus Relief Fund provided under the CARES Act. 

o Link to payments by state, locality 

• President Trump says there is “great testing” around meatpacking plants now. 

o “The meatpacking plants are doing very well,” Trump says during White House 

news briefing 

• The coronavirus pandemic has forced the IRS to push back, by several months, the date 

it plans to provide Congress with a comprehensive report for reforming the agency.  

o IRS officials now plan to send the report by December, laying out 

recommendations for enhancing the taxpayer experience, improving employee 

training, and potentially reorganizing the agency. The agency had originally 

intended to send the report to Congress by July.  

o Covid-19 has forced the IRS to prioritize its response to the pandemic—actions 

to protect employees, to quickly implement new virus relief, and to handle the 

extended tax filing season, IRS Chief of Staff Lia Colbert, who leads the Taxpayer 

First Act Office, said Monday in an interview with Bloomberg Tax. Even so, the 

agency has informed lawmakers that it plans to provide the report no later than 

December “because we don’t want to lose their energies and their excitement,” 

she said.  

• President Trump says his administration will provide “collection supplies” to help states 

combat the coronavirus pandemic. 

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payment-information-center#eligibility%20
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Payments-to-States-and-Units-of-Local-Government.pdf
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o The administration is prepared to provide more swabs, Trump says at White 

House news conference 

• Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia warned that extending more generous pandemic-related 

unemployment benefits for workers beyond a July 31 expiration date would require 

close scrutiny to determine the proper approach. If the next phase of Covid-19 relief 

legislation were to address the $600 weekly unemployment boost states are currently 

providing, it would “warrant a very careful look ... at whether continuing that particular 

method is the right way to go,” Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia said during a Consumer 

Technology Association webinar today. 

• Attempting to clarify Congress’s hastily-written Paycheck Protection Program, the 

Trump administration issued rules that stirred new confusion, whipsawed borrowers 

and led dozens of firms to return their loans. Tough talk from Treasury Secretary Steven 

Mnuchin about potential criminal penalties for rule-breakers has also contributed to a 

climate of caution around the $669 billion program. Now, with a deadline to return PPP 

loans without penalties days away, firms and their advisers have had to g rapple with 

rules that seem to run counter to the law they’re based on.  

o Separately today, Mnuchin told CNBC that the White House is sympathetic to 

restaurants that are just starting to open back up and want to hold onto their 

small-business rescue aid funds. “We will look at a technical fix,” said Mnuchin. 

Under current PPP rules, loans are forgiven as long as borrowers spent 75% on 

payroll within eight weeks of getting the aid. 

o Mnuchin also said he sent the Federal Reserve money from a $454 billion 

coronavirus rescue package to begin lending to U.S. corporations. Mnuchin’s 

team has worked with the central bank since the end of March to launch four 

out of nine lending programs backstopped by Treasury Department funds that 

were allocated as part of Congress’s $2.2 trillion virus-relief package 

• In addition to daily temperature checks and questioning, members of the restricted in-

house press pool will be given a rapid coronavirus test daily, the White House said 

Tuesday.  

o “Out of an abundance of caution and to further protect your health and safety as 

well as the entire complex, members of the restricted in-house pool should be 

ready in the briefing room at call time for a COVID-19 test to be administered in 

Lower Press by the White House Medical Unit. Moving forward, we expect to 

test members of the restricted in-house pool daily,” deputy press secretary Judd 

Deere said in a statement.  
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• The Federal Reserve could curtail Wall Street banks’ ability to pay dividends by cranking 

up the amount of capital they need to maintain due to the coronavirus crisis, Governor 

Randal Quarles said Tuesday. 

• A group of community colleges in California sued Education Secretary Betsy DeVos for 

cutting over half of students enrolled for the spring semester from benefiting from the 

federal pandemic aid package, including “Dreamers” and undocumented immigrants. 

Colleges asked a federal judge in San Francisco yesterday to declare DeVos’ 

requirements for students to get aid unlawful because they violate Congress’ intent to 

let colleges distribute the aid to students with few strings attached. 

• Bringing the Main Street and Municipal lending programs online is a “top priority” for 

the Federal Reserve, said Fed Vice Chairman for Supervision Randal Quarles, declining 

to comment on how much longer it will take. “I don’t think we’re looking at months. But 

it would be premature for me to say how many weeks it’ll be before they’re 

operational,” Quarles told the Senate Banking Committee, which held the hearing via 

video conference. 

o The programs were announced April 9 as part of the Fed’s emergency-lending 

tools to help keep credit flowing as U.S. business shutter and Americans stay 

home to limit contagion. They will be backstopped by funds from the $454 billion 

appropriated by Congress to the Fed in the CARES Act 

• Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease official, today warned against 

reopening the nation’s economy too soon, telling the Senate Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions Committee that communities doing so risk new coronavirus outbreaks. 

o Fauci said at the committee hearing today that he’s concerned about cities and 

states reopening without reaching “checkpoints” outlined by the administration 

in guidelines to help them decide when it’s safe. “I feel if that occurs, there is a 

real risk that you will trigger an outbreak that you might not be able to control,” 

Fauci said. “In fact, paradoxically, it will set you back—not only leading to some 

suffering and death that could be avoided but it could even set you back on the 

road on tr ying to get economic recovery.” 

• The Health and Human Services Department is buying over half a billion dollars’ worth 

of cloth face coverings to “mitigate” the transmission of the coronavirus as stay-at-

home orders are lifted, according to the contracts, which were awarded May 8. 

Contracts were awarded to HanesBrands for $322 million; San Mar for $217 million; 

Parkdale Advanced Materials for $60 million; Beverly Knits for $43 million; America Knits 

for $1.68 million; and American Giant for $1.27 million 



 
 
 

 COVID-19 5/12 UPDATE 
 

• The Federal Reserve will disclose the names of borrowers for two more of its 

emergency lending programs on a monthly basis, responding to congressional pressure 

for greater transparency. 

o The Fed will also disclose lending amounts and the interest rates for the Term 

Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility and the Paycheck Protection Program 

Liquidity Facility, the central bank said in a statement Tuesday. 

o “The Federal Reserve remains committed to providing the public and Congress 

with detailed information about our efforts to support households and 

businesses during this unprecedented time,” said Federal Reserve Board Chair 

Jerome Powell in the statement. 

• The Federal Reserve Board on Monday published updates to the term sheet for the 

Municipal Liquidity Facility (MLF) to provide pricing and other information. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson today 

announced the allocation of a third wave in CARES Act coronavirus relief funding 

totaling $1 billion through its Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. To 

date, HUD has provided over $3 billion in CDBG funding nationwide to help communities 

acutely combat coronavirus and alleviate economic hardship. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

has issued an alert listing safety tips employers can follow to help protect dental 

industry workers from exposure to the coronavirus. (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Department of Labor launched its Industry-Recognized Apprenticeship 

Program (IRAP) Standards Recognition Entities (SREs) online application and updated 

resources, the same day that the IRAP rule goes into effect. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor has issued guidance announcing the availability of grant 

funds provided under Section 2110 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act of 2020.  (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor today published a series of responses to specific inquiries 

and questions raised by states regarding the Federal Pandemic Unemployment 

Compensation (FPUC) program. Section 2104 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act authorizes the FPUC program, and provides an additional 

$600 weekly payment boost to certain eligible individuals who are receiving other 

qualifying benefits. Today’s guidance provides states with answers to important 

questions they may have about FPUC and provides further administrative guidance 

about the program. (HERE) 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200511a.htm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_062
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200511
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/employers/industry-recognized-apprenticeship-program
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200511-0
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=6220
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200511
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=3946
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200509
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• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has issued the first emergency use 

authorization (EUA) for a COVID-19 antigen test, a new category of tests for use in the 

ongoing pandemic. (HERE) 

o FDA Daily Roundup – May 8, 2020 (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (ASPR) announced the allocation plan for the drug 

remdesivir. The allocation is from a donation by Gilead Sciences, Inc. to the United 

States which was finalized on May 3, 2020. The donated doses of the treatment, which 

received an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration, will be used to treat hospitalized COVID-19 patients in areas of the 

country hardest hit by the pandemic. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Texas and New Jersey 

have been approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new 

program authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by 

President Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or 

reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced approval of a request 

from Wisconsin to provide online purchasing of food to Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) households. HERE) 

 
Capitol Hill 

• House Democrats proposed a $3 trillion coronavirus relief bill (H.R. 6800) today, 

combining new relief to state and local governments with direct cash payments, 

expanded unemployment insurance and food stamp funds, as well as a list of 

progressive priorities like funds for voting by mail and the troubled U.S. Postal Service. 

o The bill comes after Congress has already spent $3 trillion on four measures in 

response to the economic downturn caused by the outbreak. “I can’t remember 

a point in our history where we shut down the economy of our country,” House 

Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said today. “As a result we need to 

respond in unprecedented ways with unprecedented resources.” 

o Among its key provisions, the bill would provide almost $1 trillion in aid for state 

and local governments as well as $1,200 cash payments to individuals and 

$1,200 for dependent children, up to $6,000 a household. It also would extend a 

$600 weekly increase to unemployment insurance into January. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-antigen-test-help-rapid-detection-virus-causes
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-may-8-2020
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/09/hhs-ships-first-doses-of-donated-remdesivir-for-hospitalized-patients-with-covid-19.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/11/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-texas-and-new-jersey
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/11/usda-approves-wisconsin-accept-snap-benefits-online
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1341153186
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/documents/Heroes%20Act%20Summary.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
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o The bill also provides $200 billion to fund what it describes as “hazard pay” for 

essential workers who’ve had to risk exposure to the virus as they stay on the job 

while much of the rest of the country has been shut down. 

o Another $75 billion would be allocated for virus testing and contract tracing. 

o The bill would expand a tax credit included in the last virus relief bill that gives 

employers tax breaks for keeping workers paid. The new version would give 

employers a credit worth up to $12,000 an employee a quarter, an increase of 

$5,000 per worker for the remainder of the year. 

o It would suspend the cap on state and local tax, or SALT, deductions for two 

years.  

o The bill would give public transportation systems about $16 billion in aid to 

respond to the pandemic. $11.8 billion would be allocated to urban areas with 

populations over 3 million, $4 billion would go to transit agencies that need 

“significant additional assistance” to maintain basic services 

o Schools would get $100 billion in the bill. 

• The legislation, which is slated for a House vote this Friday, is the opening bid in 

negotiations with the Trump administration and Senate Republicans. It may take until 

June before any new deal is reached. No formal negotiations have occurred since the 

last relief bill was passed, though Trump’s top economic adviser, Larry Kudlow, has said 

that he is in talks with lawmakers of both parties on priorities.  

• The House is expected to hold a vote Friday to allow committees to debate legislation 

and vote remotely during national emergencies such as the current coronavirus 

pandemic, despite the lack of a bipartisan agreement. 

o The announcement Tuesday by House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) 

reflected party leaders’ impatience with the pace of negotiations to craft a 

bipartisan agreement on procedures to enable House members to vote remotely 

both in committee and on the floor. 

o The resolution is set to be marked up Thursday by the Rules Committee, which is 

also scheduled to craft rules for debating the next round of economic stimulus 

legislation during the House’s scheduled session on Friday. The committee’s 

announcement said the resolution would also authorize “remote voting by proxy 

in the House of Representatives,” but Hoyer told reporters that the resolution 

would be limited to committee deliberations. 

• Relief bill released by House Democrats offers $1,200 payments per family member, up 

to $6,000 per household, according to bill summary. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
https://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/meeting-announcement-thursday-may-14-2020
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
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o Bill also seeks nearly $1t for state, local governments 

• House Rules Cmte plans to hold meeting Thursday on Democrats’ proposed next 

coronavirus stimulus bill, according to a statement on its website. 

o Cmte to meet at 11am 

o Cmte will also prepare rules changes to allow proxy voting for absent lawmakers 

• The new bill (H.R. 6800), dubbed the HEROES Act, would also expand benefits for 

student borrowers and college students by: 

o Extending automatic forbearance and other protections for federal student 

borrowers in the CARES Act (Public Law 116-136) through September 2021. It 

also would apply them to private loan borrowers.  

o Providing as much as $10,000 in debt relief for borrowers of federal and private 

student loans.  

o Blocking Education Secretary Betsy DeVos from setting restrictions on 

emergency student aid. DeVos had ruled undocumented, international students 

ineligible for aid provided by the CARES Act 

• A $3 trillion coronavirus stimulus bill proposed by House Democrats Tuesday includes 

aid of 45 cents a gallon for domestic biofuel producers, according to the bill text. 

o Payment through “Renewable Fuel Reimbursement Program” is similar to 

Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit that lapsed at the end of 2011 and would 

be applicable for volumes produced between Jan. and May of 2020 

o Bill also would provide lesser payments to biofuel producers “unable to 

produce” as determined by Agriculture Sec. 

• The Senate Banking Committee advanced the nomination of Brian Miller to be the 

special inspector general for pandemic recovery. The job is responsible for overseeing 

trillions of loans and grants that the Treasury Department and Federal Reserve will issue 

to airlines, defense companies and other corporations seeking liquidity following the 

economic fallout from the coronavirus. Democrats have questioned Miller’s ability to 

serve in the role, in light of his current post—as a White House lawyer during Trump’s 

impeachment 

• The provision in the House coronavirus relief package to roll back the cap on state and 

local taxes, or SALT, deductions is a nonstarter in the Senate, a spokesman for Senate 

Finance Cmte Chair Chuck Grassley says in a tweet. 

o The House Democrats’ bill is “a partisan, left wing wish list unrelated to the 

ongoing public health or economic crisis that is DOA in the Senate,” says Michael 

Zona, communications director for Grassley, in another tweet  

https://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/meeting-announcement-thursday-may-14-2020
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6650366419806453771
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q95R47T0AFB7
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA8AO4DWRGG2
https://twitter.com/mjzona/status/1260257550995464193
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• Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham said Tuesday that House Democrats’ new coronavirus 

relief bill is “dead on arrival” in the Senate. 

• Republican Senator Lindsey Graham introduces measure that would authorize the 

president to impose sanctions on China if Beijing “fails to cooperate and provide a full 

accounting of the events leading up to the outbreak” of the coronavirus. 

o Bill would require president to certify within 60 days that China has provided full 

accounting to any Covid-19 investigation led by the U.S., its allies or UN affiliate, 

and closed wet markets that have potential to expose humans to health risks 

• The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee hearing will include 

Anthony Fauci, the nation’s leading infectious disease expert; Robert Redfield, director 

of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and Stephen Hahn, commissioner of 

the Food and Drug Administration. Those three along with panel chairman Sen. Lamar 

Alexander (R-Tenn.) will all appear remotely because of potential exposure to the virus.  

o Democrats on the committee will be looking to find any daylight between the 

health officials’ positions and the president’s. Among them is Sen. Patty Murray 

(D-Wash.), the panel’s ranking Democrat whose home state of Washington was 

the first in the U.S. to be hit with a wave of coronavirus cases. 

o Murray intends to press for answers about whether the White House has 

interfered with the advice of the witnesses, how the administration is preparing 

for fair distribution of any future vaccine and what she sees as a lack of 

leadership in creating better capacity for testing, according to an aide familiar 

with her plans. “The fact of the matter is, President Trump has been more 

focused on fighting against the truth, than fighting this virus -- and Americans 

have sadly paid the price,” Murray wi ll say, according to an excerpt of her 

prepared remarks 

• Two or three Republican senators are “just about committed” to backing a $500 billion 

measure that would aid states and counties hurt by the coronavirus pandemic, Sen. Bob 

Menendez (D-N.J.) said. Menendez is cosponsoring the bill with Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.). 

• Congress needs to provide more funding for rental and homeowner assistance, public 

housing, homeless assistance programs and Native American housing programs, House 

Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.) and Transportation-HUD 

Subcommittee Chairman David Price (D-N.C.) wrote in an op-ed published by North 

Carolina-based WRAL. 

o Price previously said in an April interview the funds available in emergency 

coronavirus legislation will have a significant impact on how he approaches his 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB491
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11774
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11774
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247932
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247643
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247643
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB38846
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB423
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB373
https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/david-price-nita-lowey-coronavirus-crisis-is-a-housing-crisis/19092657/
https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/david-price-nita-lowey-coronavirus-crisis-is-a-housing-crisis/19092657/
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fiscal 2021 funding bill, warning his bill doesn’t have “an extravagant allocation 

and we’re going to have to make some pretty painful choices.” 

• The Senate is on track to be in a position to pass the fiscal year 2021 defense 

authorization bill by the 4th of July holiday, according to a Senate aide familiar with the 

matter.  

o Senate Armed Services Cmte still has to write the bill which authorizes spending 

and sets Pentagon policy: aide 

o Panel Chairman Jim Inhofe has said the panel would try to mark up the measure 

the week of May 18 but that is no longer the plan 

o The bill markup, which mostly takes place behind closed doors, likely will take 

place in early June as the Senate is scheduled to be out for the week of May 25 

• A new House panel created to oversee coronavirus relief spending will focus its first 

briefing on requirements to safely reopen the American economy during the 

coronavirus pandemic. Among participants at the hearing tomorrow will be former Food 

and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, one of the authors of a report 

released in late March by the conservative American Enterprise Institute, “National 

Coronavirus Response: A Road Map to Reopening.” Gottlieb served as head of the FDA 

unde r Trump until April of last year. 

o The 12-member committee is led by Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.), the No. 3 House 

Democrat. It was created on a party-line vote when lawmakers were in 

Washington last month to pass the most recent coronavirus aid package. There 

are seven Democrats and five Republicans on the panel. Republicans have 

warned they believe Democrats will use the committee for partisan attacks on 

Trump and his administration. Read more from Billy House. 

• The House is planning to introduce a bipartisan bill today to create a National Public 

Health Corps that would fulfill some of the country's most dire medical and economic 

needs. The idea is to create a national testing strategy and hire Americans who are 

searching for jobs to roll it out. 

o Reps. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) and Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) introduced 

H.R. 6751, the Caring for Startup Employees Act of 2020, to ensure startups can 

qualify for economic assistance under the Paycheck Protection Program. The bill 

would waive the Small Business Administration’s affiliation rules for startups 

with no majority shareholder, and would ban businesses receiving funding under 

this waiver from using the loan to pay their investors. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1789
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247560
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA7C5LDWRGG5
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/11/politics/national-public-health-corps-proposal/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/11/politics/national-public-health-corps-proposal/index.html
https://aboutbgov.com/QMM
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• Sens. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), Angus King (I-Maine), and 

John Boozman (R-Ark.) sent a letter to Senate and House leadership urging them to 

include $2 billion in additional funding towards the FCC’s Rural Health Care Program in 

the next coronavirus economic stimulus package. The Rural Health Care Program helps 

fund broadband for rural and urban health care providers. They said the funds would 

support non-rural and mobile health care providers, eliminate administrative red tape 

slowing down the process of obtaining broadband connectivity, and provide more 

resources to help providers incr ease their broadband capacity. 

• Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.) wrote to FCC Chairman Ajit Pai criticizing the agency’s failure 

of correctly mapping the broadband access for upstate New York residents. “Whether 

we rely on it to bridge gaps in educating our students, getting needed health services, 

creating economic and job opportunities or simply improving quality of life, broadband 

access is a required resource for maintaining our lives during this extended crisis,” he 

wrote. He called on the FCC to “act swiftly” to improve and expand broadband access to 

underse rved New Yorkers 

• Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-

R.I.) led a group of their colleagues in calling on the Federal Reserve to reconsider its 

recent changes to the Main Street Lending Program, which gives oil and gas producers 

access to loans, according to a press release. 

o “The Fed is preparing to use its Main Street Lending Program to bail out 

overleveraged independent oil and gas producers, while ignoring these 

companies’ role in increasing systemic risk,”the senators wrote yesterday.“This 

pandemic was not the source of the oil and gas industry’s dire financial 

condition, as is the case for countless small businesses with an urgent need for 

the Fed’s assistance.” 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says Republicans are preparing a package of 

virus-related liability reforms necessary to safely reopen the country. 

• McConnell, in opening floor comments, says legal protections are needed to help 

doctors, nurses, hospitals, schools and businesses 

o Reiterates that legal protections will be a “red-line” for any future virus aid 

package 

State/Local 

• Hawaii may start taking photographs of all incoming visitors, as the state continues to 
deal with people ignoring its mandatory 14-day quarantine rule.  

https://www.schatz.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Leadership%20Letter%20on%20RHC%20Funding%202020-05-08%20Final%20SIGNED%20(1).pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB6503
https://tonko.house.gov/uploadedfiles/congressman_tonko_broadband_letter_to_fcc_5.7.20.pdf
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=A4884F59-A0A7-4F02-A255-29443527F57D
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o The state has strictly enforced its quarantine for visitors, even arresting a 
California couple on their honeymoon who repeatedly ignored warnings to stay 
in their hotel room last week.  

o Repeat violators have been fined and even forced to leave the state, with a local 
tourist advocacy group sometimes paying the cost of their departure flight. 

• Airport screening in California for travelers coming from China and Iran failed to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus in the state, according to a new report by the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

o Health officials checked 11,574 travelers, sent their information to local officials, 
and had them monitored for 14 days -- but only three of these travelers 
eventually tested positive. 

o There were a few factors impacting the program's effectiveness; states would 
receive incomplete traveler information, and public health officials spent 
substantial time correcting errors, the report said. It's possible the team missed 
some cases, too, since people needed to have sought care and been tested to 
show up as a confirmed case. 

o But if improved and sufficiently staffed, traveler monitoring programs could be 
useful for containing the virus once community transmission decreases in the US, 
the researchers said. 

• Los Angeles is set to reopen beaches on Wednesday, according to a tweet from the 
county. 

o New rules will be in place, very similar to those implemented in other parts of 
Southern California. 

o Physical activity like running, swimming and surfing will be allowed, but 
sedentary activity like sunbathing and picnicking will be prohibited. Masks or 
face coverings must be worn unless you’re in the water. 

o In an effort to keep people from congregating, parking lots, piers, concessions 
and boardwalks will remain closed. 

• Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker filed a supplemental budget bill Tuesday to authorize 

$1 billion in spending to cover the costs incurred by the state during the pandemic, he 

said. 

o The money will be used to fund purchases of personal protective equipment, 

rate adjustments for essential human service providers, temporary field 

hospitals and shelters and the state's contact tracing program. 
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o Baker said he anticipates the majority of the funding will be reimbursed by the 

federal government through reimbursement and other federal funding sources 

including the CARES Act 

• South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster announced today that close contact service 
providers, fitness and exercise centers, commercial gyms, and public or commercial 
pools will be able to open in a limited capacity on May 18. 

o The governor said Monday that he also wants some state employees to return to 
work. 

o He added the first group will return no later than June 1 and when there 
is enough personal protective equipment to go around on site.  

• West Virginia will reopen guided fishing tours on Friday, followed by indoor dining 
at 50% capacity, large specialty retailers and some outdoor activities on May 21. 

• Connecticut and Kentucky are also reporting cases of children with a mysterious 
inflammatory syndrome that could be related to Covid-19. Earlier today, New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said there were 93 cases in the state. 

• New York City’s lockdown is likely to continue into June, Mayor Bill de Blasio said today 
at a briefing. The state has been under lockdown since March in an attempt to stop the 
spread of the virus. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) has said that certain regions of 
the state will be able to reopen beginning on May 15, but that likely wouldn’t include 
hard-hit New York City. 

• Summer school classes and certain programs in North Dakota will be able to take place 
beginning June 1, potentially bringing over 20,000 students statewide back to buildings 
and facilities closed for months in response to the coronavirus pandemic, Gov. Doug 
Burgum announced Monday. 

o In an executive order signed by the governor, public and non-public school 
facilities may offer on-site summer school classes, extended school year 
programs, Head Start programs, child care programs licensed by the Department 
of Human Services, and the administration of academic standardized tests such 
as the ACT, at the discretion of local school boards and school superintendents. 

• The state of New Jersey is planning to develop a community contact tracing core that 

could employ 1,000 to 5,000 people, New Jersey Health Commissioner Judy Persichilli 

said at a news briefing Tuesday. 

o A contact tracing job could pay up to $25 an hour, according to Gov. Phil 

Murphy. 

o New Jersey is planning to work with higher education institutions and 

universities in the state to build out the contact tracing core. 
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• California Gov. Gavin Newsom backs regional modifications to the statewide stay-at-
home order, essentially backing Alameda County, which was one of seven jurisdictions 
that held back on reopening. 

• West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice said if states continue to stay closed, it will lead the 
country into a depression, and that could cause joblessness, starvation and could cause 
millions of deaths. 

o He also discussed how Vice President Pence "nudged" states to get back to 
work during a call with the nation's governors today. 

o Justice said that starting Friday, guided fishing tours could reopen under strict 
guidelines. 

o On May 21, indoor dining at 50% capacity will be allowed, as well as large 
specialty retailers and some outdoor activities. 

o Other no-contact outdoor sports facilities, like baseball and soccer fields, will 
start to reopen on June 8. 

• The states in the Western Pact — California, Washington, Oregon, Colorado and Nevada 
— are asking the federal government for $1 trillion in aid to help deal with the financial 
effects of the pandemic. 

o A letter signed by all five states was sent to Congress today, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced in his daily coronavirus briefing on Monday. 

o California alone is seeing record unemployment with 4.5 million people filing 
claims just since March 12. The state has paid out $13.1 billion in unemployment 
insurance claims in that time, Newsom said. 

• Summer camps in Connecticut will be able to reopen on June 29, but with strict public 
health guidelines, according to Beth Bye, commissioner of the state's Office of Early 
Childhood. 

• Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker announced today the framework for reopening the 
state, which is expected to begin next week. 

o There will be a four-phase reopening plan for businesses starting on May 18. 
o a resurgence of new COVID-19 cases," the governor's office said in a statement.  
o Phase one will be “start:” Limited industries resume operations with severe 

restrictions 
o Phase two will be “cautious:” Additional industries resume operations with 

restrictions and capacity limits 
o Phase three will be “vigilant:” Additional industries resume operations with 

guidance. 
o Phase four will be the “new normal:” Development of vaccine and/or therapy 

enables resumption of new normal 
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• Rhode Island restaurants can reopen outdoor dining areas beginning May 18, Gov. Gina 
Raimondo announced Monday. Here are the requirements: 

o Groups will be required to make a reservation, cannot exceed five people, and 
must provide their contact information for potential contact tracing. 

o Tables must be spaced eight feet apart or separated by barriers. 
o Menus, condiments, and utensils should be single use or must be sanitized in 

between groups. 
o Cashless transactions are recommended, and valet service is not permitted. 

• New Jersey Sen. Bob Menendez and Gov. Phil Murphy called on Congress to pass 
legislation for federal aid for states. 

o Singling out Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell, Murphy said, “Sen. McConnell, 
good luck tapping N.J. for your next project in Kentucky if New Jersey has 
nothing to give because you refuse to help us restart and recover.” 

o Murphy called the financial situation in New Jersey a “fiscal disaster” and said 
that it is “not months away, hard and unpalatable decisions are being made here 
and now.” 

o Menendez said that a “Covid4 stimulus” will include state aid and that he thinks 
there is bipartisan momentum for the bill. 

• Navajo Nation's President Jonathan Nez says he fully supports South Dakota Sioux 
tribes in refusing to take down checkpoints that the governor says are illegal because 
they're hoping to prevent a coronavirus outbreak in their communities. 

o He also credited Arizona, Utah and New Mexico for working with Navajo Nation 
during the pandemic. 

• New York City aims to increase its Covid-19 testing capacity in the next few weeks by 
opening 12 new public testing sites across the five boroughs, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced Tuesday morning. 

o Currently, the city conducts approx. 14,000 tests per day, with around 5,000 of 
those tests administered at NYC public hospitals and clinics (which are run by 
NYC Health + Hospitals), de Blasio said. 

o Two new testing sites are scheduled to open during the week of May 18 (one in 
Manhattan and one in Brooklyn) with the aim of increasing the public 
hospital/clinic testing capacity to 6,300 tests per day, de Blasio said. 

• New York City’s Broadway theaters will remain closed through at least Sept. 6, 

according to a statement from the Broadway League, the national trade association for 

the Broadway industry. 

o There is currently no official return date for Broadway shows, but ticket refunds 

and exchanges will be offered for all shows through Sept. 6, the statement said..  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/09/us/south-dakota-sioux-tribes/index.html
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• California is increasing its emergency funding for its Covid-19 response by a total of 

$27.4 million, earmarked to fund contact tracing efforts. 

o The California’s Department of Public Health says these funds have been 

approved for immediate use. 

o The money includes $8.7 million for a virtual training academy that will allow the 

state to beef up its contact tracing army. It also provides $18.7 million for 

contracts with Accenture, Salesforce, and Amazon related to developing a data 

management platform for the information obtained by the contact tracers as 

well as a call center.  

International  

• Face masks are now compulsory on the Paris metro system and commuters will need 

certificates from their employers to explain why they are traveling during rush hour. If 

commuters do not follow these guidelines, they risk being fined, a spokesperson 

for RATP, Paris’s state-owned public transport operator, told CNN. 

• France is slowly reopening today after almost two months of strict lockdown. Shops will 

open and primary school students will return to school on Monday, with classes limited 

to 15 students. 

• Iceland expects to start lifting restrictions on international arrivals to the country "no 

later than June 15," the government said in a statement on Tuesday.  

o Travelers will likely have to choose between being tested for Covid-19 or a two-

week quarantine upon arrival. All arrivals will also be required to use the official 

tracing app during their stay. 

• Canada is looking to strengthen surveillance at US border crossings as discussions 

continue between the two countries about when and how to reopen the border to 

nonessential travel.  

o “We are looking at stronger measures to make sure that we’re following up 

appropriately on people who come over,” said Canadian Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau during a press conference in Ottawa Tuesday. 

o The Canadian government is looking at administering questionnaires, contact 

tracking apps, temperature and medical history checks. 

o “We’re going to be very, very careful about reopening any international travel, 

including the United States before we feel that it is time,” Trudeau said. 

• In a national address Tuesday, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced an 

additional financial package to help India’s ailing economy during the coronavirus 

outbreak.  
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o Modi said the new stimulus package, along with previous measures taken by the 

Indian government, would account for about $266 billion, which is around 10% 

of the country’s GDP.  

• Drinking alcohol on banks of the river Seine and along the Canal Saint-Martin in central 

Paris is now banned, Interior Minister Christophe Castaner announced on Monday 

night. 

o The river banks and Canal Saint-Martin areas are iconic spots for Parisians — 

especially young people — to gather, picnic and enjoy sunny days and long 

evenings. 

• Parks and public gardens in Paris will remain closed, French Health Ministry Olivier 

Veran said Tuesday. 

o This comes after Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo asked for the green spaces to be 

reopened if visitors wear face masks. 

o “Considering the need of Parisians, Paris is a very dense city, I’m asking again for 

a reopening of parks and gardens” she said on Twitter Tuesday. 

• The UK unveiled a three-step coronavirus recovery plan. The first step – which entails 

allowing people to leave their house for outdoor recreation and leisure as well as 

meeting with people from other households – will begin on Wednesday. 

• Singapore Armed Forces suspended all large overseas exercises this year, including 
Exercise Wallaby in Queensland, Australia, because of coronavirus pandemic, it said in 
statement. 

o When conditions improve, Singapore may continue with smaller-scale trainings 
in Australia 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin ended his national stay-at-home period after six 
weeks, putting the responsibility for restrictive measures on regional leaders, even as 
the number of infections surged past most European countries. 

• Turkey will implement a four-day curfew that combines the weekend with a public 
holiday on May 16 until May 19 as a part of pandemic measures, Turkish president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in a speech today.  

• Canada reopens some schools. Hundreds of thousands of students in kindergarten to 
grade 6 were invited back to school Monday. Quebec became one of the first 
jurisdictions in North America to reopen some schools. 

• Regional governments in Italy will be able to decide for themselves how to take the 
next steps  easing restriction measures in their areas starting May 18, Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte’s spokesperson told CNN on Monday. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA7LKJMB2SJN
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA651MDWX2QH
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o The regions will be able to decide when and how to reopen commercial 
activities, such as restaurants, bars, cafes and hairdressers, among others, based 
on a safety framework established by the government. The framework will 
prioritize safety and the evolution of the epidemiological curve. 

• Denmark is establishing a new government agency to prepare for future epidemics or 
another wave of the coronavirus. 

o It will be part of the Ministry of Justice – not a health agency. 
o The agency should be up and running by August, in time to address another 

potential wave of Covid-19 or a future epidemic. It will be responsible for the 
supply and storage of enough protective equipment, testing and testing facilities, 
epidemic-related infrastructure, cooperation between private and public sectors, 
and so forth.  

• Northern Ireland announced on Tuesday a five-step plan to ease the coronavirus 
lockdown, but did not set out dates for each step. 

o The 12-page document says the stages will be guided by the principles of 
necessity, proportionality, reliance on evidence, protection of healthcare 
capacity and control of transmission. 

o Under Step One, those who cannot work from home will be encouraged to 
return to work on a phased basis. Large outdoor based retail centers, outdoor 
spaces and sports amenities will be allowed to reopen. Groups of four to six 
people not from the same household may meet outdoors maintaining social 
distance. Drive-through church services will operate and worshippers will have 
access to the church for private worship. 

• Spain will implement a 14-day mandatory quarantine for travelers arriving from 
overseas starting May 15, according to a decree from the country's health ministry. 

o The decree covers “people coming from other countries, on their arrival in 
Spain.” Travelers will be required to provide a completed passenger location 
card to the authorities so they can be contacted during quarantine, and will have 
to quarantine at home or in their place of accommodation. 

o They will be allowed out for essential needs like food, pharmaceutical products, 
visiting healthcare centers and for emergency situations, but are required to 
wear a mask if they go outside. 

o Some people, like freight carriers and healthcare workers, will be exempt from 
the quarantine rules as long as they haven’t been in contact with any known 
patients. 

• Indians from across 31 nations to be flown back through 149 flights, according to a 
government official, who asked not to be identified citing rules. 
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o 149 flights include feeder flights: official 
o NOTE: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is due to address the nation later on 

Tuesday 

Other 

• Twitter said Monday it plans to put labels and warning messages on some tweets that 

contain disputed or misleading information related to Covid-19, even if it's tweeted by 

President Trump. 

o Twitter announced in March that it would remove Covid-19 tweets that could 

cause a "direct risk to people's health or well-being."  

o Starting Monday, it will use labels and warning messages "to provide additional 

explanations or clarifications in situations where the risks of harm associated 

with a Tweet are less severe but where people may still be confused or misled by 

the content." 

• Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey pledged $10 million Monday to help U.S. prisons battle the 

ongoing coronavirus pandemic as inmates living in confined quarters remain particularly 

vulnerable to the disease. 

o The donation to REFORM Alliance, a criminal justice advocacy group led by CNN 

analyst Van Jones, will buy 10 million face masks and other personal protective 

equipment for people who are incarcerated, as well as correctional officers, 

health care workers and other prison employees. 

• Twitter will allow some of its workforce to continue working from home “forever” if 

they choose, the company confirmed to CNN on Tuesday.  

o The decision reflects how some companies are bracing for the pandemic’s 

extended impacts.  

o Twitter did not say which specific roles will qualify for the treatment. But, it said, 

the experience of working from home for the past several months has shown 

that it can work at scale.  

• Thermo Fisher Scientific said that the FDA has further expanded emergency use 

authorization (EUA) for its multiplex real-time PCR test intended for the qualitative 

detection of nucleic acid from SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 

o With expanded authorization, additional instrumentation can be brought online 

in labs around the world and the number of tests TMO can run will increase, 

which will help to support the need for more testing as people start returning to 

work. 
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o The kit was initially granted EUA on March and then subsequently expanded on 

April 20. Test is designed to deliver results within four hours of a sample being 

received 

• Toyota expects profits this year to plunge nearly 80% as it deals with the fallout from 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

o The Japanese automaker, one of the world’s largest, said Tuesday that it expects 

operating profits to reach just 500 billion yen ($4.7 billion) this fiscal year -- a 

forecast that would result in Toyota's lowest profits in nine years. 

o For the year ended March 31, the company posted a 2.4 trillion yen ($22.3 

billion) profit. That was just slightly under the estimate it released in February.  

• European budget carrier Ryanair will restore 40% of its flights from July 1, according to 

a statement from the airline on Tuesday. 

o Ryanair will operate a daily flight schedule of almost 1,000 flights, subject to 

government restrictions and public health measures, the statement said. 

o In addition, flight crew and passengers will be required to wear face masks and 

must pass temperature checks in order to fly. 

• Walt Disney World theme parks and Disney Resort hotels are now accepting 

reservations for travel dates starting July 1 onward. 

o According to their website, guests are able to modify these bookings if Walt 

Disney World Resort opens before or after that time.  

o Disney Springs will also begin a phased reopening on May 20, while other areas 

of Walt Disney World Resort remain closed, including theme parks and Disney 

resort hotels, the website added. 

• The Democratic National Committee will decide whether to give convention organizers 

free rein to make whatever changes are necessary to “protect the public safety” amid 

the coronavirus pandemic, and that includes changing the format and date of the event, 

scheduled to begin on Aug. 17. 

o A resolution will first be voted on Tuesday by the Rules and Bylaws Committee 

before going to all DNC members for a vote. The roughly 447 DNC members 

would vote by mail if the resolution passes the committee 

• Multiple outlets, including the New York Times and ESPN, are reporting that Major 

League Baseball owners have agreed on a proposal to begin the 2020 season in early 

July with games being hosted in spectator-free home stadiums. 
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o Reports of the proposal follow a Monday meeting between MLB executives and 

team leadership. The New York Times cited unnamed baseball officials while 

ESPN cited sources familiar with the situation. 

o According to the reports, the owners and league management have agreed upon 

an 82-game regular season, down from the traditional 162 games. Other details 

being reported are a second spring training starting next month, teams hosting 

games in their home stadiums as long as state legislation and health officials 

allow, use of the designated hitter in both the American and National Leagues, 

and expanded rosters which could utilize up to 50 players 

• MiMedx, a biopharmaceutical company, returned a $10m loan from the Paycheck 

Protection Program after a House panel created to oversee coronavirus relief spending 

demanded it return the funds so they can be used for smaller businesses. 

o MiMedx sent a letter to the House Coronavirus Crisis subcmte saying it has 

repaid the PPP loan received, panel says in statement. 
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